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Abstract 

The main thrust of this paper is the role of history as a way forward from the contemporary socio-economic and 
political vices of corruption on accountable leadership and lack of good governance that are destroying the fabrics 
of development and national integration in Nigeria. The growing realization among scholars that, the root and 
nature of these vices cannot be fully comprehended and addressed without looking inward towards the past 
especially the era of colonialism and the decades that follows gives this paper relevance and again, because a 
critical assessment of post- independence Nigerian state reveals that the basis of genuine development despite the 
abundant human and natural resources and attempt of government to eliminate these vices has been greatly 
circumscribed and profoundly constrained by corruption, unaccountable leadership and elusion of good governance 
because our history has been neglected. A fundamental discipline that could help the nation understands the past, 
the present and the future of the consequences of these vices and a way out. There is the need for history to act its 
role if the nation needs to destroy these cankerworms. Using the secondary sources majorly, the paper is structured 
into sections for good understanding and for further research. The paper concludes and recommended that “No 
nation can afford to neglect its past on issues of this magnitude”. 
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Introduction 

On 1st October 2014, Nigerians once again rolled out drums to celebrate yet another year of 

political independence. There is however, the need to deeply reflect on the multifarious 

challenges facing Nigeria in her efforts to nurture and consolidate that independence. In the past 

fifty years, successive Nigerian leaders have put in place various policies to bring about social, 

political and economic development. These policies have however, led to abject poverty with 

Nigeria listed as one of the countries with the largest number of people living below the poverty 

line in Africa, with acute youth unemployment which Asemota (cited in Ogundiya, 2010, p.307) 

puts at between 20 to 50%, widespread malnutrition, general insecurity and high crime rate. 

When the military left the scene in 1999, there were high expectations by Nigerians that 

things would be better with a civilian administration, and that there will be social, political and 

economic transformation of the country. Fifteen years down the line, these expectations have 
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been dashed by broken promises from politicians. It is not an exaggeration to state that the return 

of the country to electoral democracy has not made any significant difference in the lives of the 

average Nigerian. There have been increasing incidences of corruption, inability to account for 

resources that have been allocated for the development of the country and the general 

indiscipline and insecurity threats that has become an albatross on the necks of the Nigerian 

populace. 

The major argument in this paper is that the failure to institutionalize accountability, good 

governance in Nigeria is a direct result of the nature and character of the political elite and their 

insatiable quest for power and the instability which results from this. The paper examines the 

causes of corruption, unaccountability and good governance and its effects on society. It analyses 

the various ways by which corruption can inhibit the institutionalization of good governance and 

accountability in the society. It assesses the role Nigerian history can play in the eradication of 

corruption and the entrenchment of accountability and good governance as permanent features of 

Nigerian democracy. 

Conceptual and Theoretical Discourse:  

Corruption 

Corruption is as old as human history. It is also as diverse as the human mind that produces and 

projects the corrupt thoughts. Corruption has however, assumed more diverse forms in recent 

years. This has resulted in the emergence of different definitions of corruption with each 

definition addressing different characteristics of the phenomenon. Ango Abdullahi (1986: 8) has 

described it as a loss of purity in the minds of actors of a given individual or society. Otite says it 

is: 

The perversion of integrity or state of affairs through bribery, favour or 
moral depravity.., when at least two parties have interacted to change the 
structure of processes of society or the behaviour of functionaries in order 
to produce dishonest, unfaithful or defiled situations (1986:11-12). 
 

Mohathir Mohammed proffers a more simplistic definition. He says that “corruption is 

understood as giving something to someone with power so that he will abuse his power and act 

favouring the giver” (cited in Osborne, 2011:4). Transparency International has adopted the 

definition that views corruption as the misuses of entrusted power for private benefit. This could 

be by government officials or by rogue employers who ‘trust’ their staff to win contracts, even if 

it means giving bribes (cited in Osborne, 2001:19). Akindele (1995) defines corruption as any 
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form of reciprocal behaviour or transaction where both the power/office holder can respectively 

initiate the inducement of each other by some rewards to grant (illegal) preferential treatment or 

favour against the principles and interests of specific organizations (or public) within the society. 

The Harper Collins Dictionary of Sociology however, sees it as the abandonment of expected 

standards of behaviour by those in authority for the sake of unsanctified personal advantage 

(cited in Osborne, 2001:11). 

Accountability 

Accountability is a concept in ethics used to emphasize such attributes as responsibility and 

probity in the handling of the affairs of government. It is associated with the expectation of 

account-giving. A leadership that has been given responsibilities and trust by the people should 

be responsible for its actions, inactions and decisions which include the implementation of 

policies and employment positioning. He/she must explain the rationale for certain policy 

decisions and the consequences such actions portend to the generality of the population. The 

situation where people in government see themselves as rulers and public lords rather than as 

public servants does not portray accountability. 

According to Adebayo, accountability means that in the governance of society, officials 

should be answerable to the people. They should justify their actions and be open and honest; 

they should also help reduce corrupt tendencies (Adebayo cited in Olurede & Akinboye, 

2005:31). This puts so much responsibility on leaders who are expected to derive their powers 

from the people and must remain their servants rather than masters. 

A report in Wikipedia says that accountability is the hallmark of democratic governance. 

It is an important factor in securing good governance and in legitimizing power in a nation state. 

It “concerns the extent to which elected representatives and other office-holders can willfully 

deviate from their theoretical responsibilities, thus reducing corruption” (Wikipedia, 2007). 

Good Governance 

There have been different interpretations of the concept of what constitutes good governance. 

The New Collins Dictionary defines government as the group of people who govern a country or 

state. It also defines governance as “the nation, manner or system of government” (cited in 

Yaqub, 2005). Ogundiya (2010:22) defines governance as “the process that is employed to 

achieve the noble end of the state”. It encompasses the nature of the state and the structures and 
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procedures of the legislative, judicial, executive and administrative bodies at all tiers of 

government. 

To Hirst and Thomson (1996) governance is “the control of an activity by some means 

such that a range of desired outcomes is attained”. Good governance therefore involves the 

various processes by which the activities of government are carried out. It refers to a government 

that is committed to and is capable of effectively addressing the allocation and management of 

resources so as to respond to the collective problems of the people (UNDP Compendium, 1999). 

It also encompasses a government that is committed to fulfilling terms of social contract or 

constitutional obligations to the citizenry. Madhav (2007) asserts that good governance is an 

ethical concept that has to do with the grounding of governance in a particular state. To him, 

governance although related to democracy, depends on the historical experiences of a given 

state, its mores and the aspirations of its people and the stated political and economic objectives 

of the state. It also includes the expectations of the people, the political system and the 

ideological leanings and religious dispositions of the state. 

Ogundiya (2010:203) asserts that to determine whether governance is good or bad 

requires an understanding of the essence of the state which is imbedded in the constitution. It is 

also a function of the religious ideals and the nature of the problems confronting the state. The 

state is expected to act in accordance with the wishes of the people at all times. The common 

good stands in opposition to the good of the leaders or of the ruling elite. 

In the context of this paper, we assert that governance is the process by which resources 

are allocated through the machinery of the state with the aim of achieving public good. The 

World Bank says that this includes institutional and structural arrangements put in place by the 

state, the decision making processes and the development of personnel and how the leadership 

combines all the resources available to achieve set goals. In other words, it has economic, 

administrative and political dimensions (World Bank Institute, 2003). Good governance which 

operates in all sectors-government, private sector, corporate sector, trade unions, non-

governmental organizations etc. will lead to the objective of achieving the largest good for the 

largest number of people in the society, and eventually, to the development of the society. 

History 

According to Turu (1992) defines history as a sub branch of epistemology that deals with the 

interpretation or explanation of what man has ever thought said, done and left behind over time. 
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It is about humanity and society. It concerns itself about human past in relation to the present in 

order to predict the future with unfolding human activities. Toyo (1975) said: History studies the 

processes and challenging patterns of man’s activities, interactions, interrelationship within their 

environment physical natural and social. It is about the totality of human activities and their 

changes overtime. As a holistic approach to study, it employs all forms of inquiry or 

interrogation of what? Why? How? Who? When? And where? And to what out come? And to 

find out why man’s action has change over time. 

Indeed history is a science of fact “made” by nobody save the historian. It is the break 

with nature caused by the awakening of consciousness and a long struggle of man by the exercise 

of his reason to understand. It is based on truth through always unpalatable but ought to be 

accepted, because the past has its beauty and it bards (Carr: 1967). A people without the 

knowledge of their past would suffer from collective amnesia and would grope into the future 

without precedence to shape their course. It is only thorough awareness of the people heritage 

that would allow them to make guided decisions. 

Mohammed (2003) observed that History should be seen as consisting of all the activities 

of human beings from the beginning of human existence to the present and the future. It is not 

simple a thing to do with the past or present, but it is a continuous process. In this broad content, 

therefore whatever human beings do, which is the’ result of their thought, is history. This human’ 

activity is known as historical process. 

Corruption in Nigeria Society: An Overview  

Corruption is a form of anti-social behaviour by an individual or social group which confers 

unjust or fraudulent benefits on its perpetrator(s). It goes against established norms of behaviour 

and contributes to the subversion of the prescribed moral ethics of the land and the fulfillment of 

governmental obligations (Ifamose, 2005:8). 

Known in Nigeria under various names such as ‘Egunje’, ‘Chuachua’, ‘Family Support’ 

or ‘Settlement’, corruption has become very pervasive in the country. Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, 

former chairman of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) says that it has 

“taken on the complexion of an industry”, the manifest outcome of which include instances of 

killings of innocent motorists and commuters on the road by policemen simply for refusing to 

part with some money, false imprisonment by the police and the award of marks by lecturers in 

return for sex or other pecuniary rewards. 
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Other manifestations include voters who would not cast their vote unless induced with 

monetary rewards from politicians and the civil servant who does everything of assist his 

unqualified brother get a job. The nurse who hides a syringe and demands money to buy another 

only to bring out the hidden one, is as corrupt as the judge or magistrate who receives monetary 

inducements before passing judgment in a case before his court. According to John Magbadelo, 

Nigeria has got painful periods of political corruption stretching back to the First and Second 

Republics when electoral officers were bought or gagged to influence outcomes of elections 

against the people’s verdict. These same politicians also connived with electoral officers to 

subvert the course of democracy (2000:283). 

Corruption has permeated all strata of the Nigerian society. It has resulted to the gross 

mismanagement of resources by top officials of government who have been accused by the 

EFCC of siphoning billions of naira into personal accounts. The Daily Times in an editorial 

asserts that, “pervasive cases of official corruption have become a deregulated concept now 

firmly rooted as our political leadership and their instruments of anti- graft, have in fact tacitly 

encouraged the malaise” (cited in Ifamose, 2005:8). The Guardian agrees with this assertion 

when it wrote in an editorial that, 

History reveals that a high proportion of Nigeria’s external loans as well as 
exports earnings vanished into private foreign accounts while the projects for 
which the loans were procured were either untraceable and uncompleted or non- 
performing where they were executed (cited in Ifamose, 2005:9). 
 

Examples abound of top officials of governments at all levels caught involved in fraudulent 

activities. A former Inspector General of Police was jailed for embezzlement of seven billion 

naira, while the former governors of Bayelsa and Plateau states as well as many other officials of 

federal and state governments are being tried for their involvement in corrupt practices. The list 

is unending and is greatly affecting our aspiration for nation building and national development 

(Abaje, 2009). 

Government Efforts towards Solving the Problems of Corruption and Promotion of 

Accountability and Good Governance  

There is no doubt that cases of corruption, absence of accountability and lack of good 

governance are reported all over the whole world; but what makes a difference and gives concern 

in any political system is its prevalence, pervasiveness and scale of these aberrations are as high 

as they are in Nigeria, the system or the government in place needs to do something about it in 
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order to avert to some level, its attendant problems. This as it may be, it is unfortunate to note 

that before now, just about every single responsible institution in Nigeria has failed to appreciate 

fully the obligation upon them to do something concrete about these aberrations. What this 

means is that, the politicians, government officials, the police, the military, the legal profession 

and most unfortunate of all, the civil society have all failed to present a genuine attempt to 

improve the negative image of Nigeria as far as corruption, unaccountable leadership and bad 

governance and related crimes against the nation state are concerned.  

Consequent upon the ugly situation of these vices X-rayed above and in unparalleled 

reaction to them, the first budget to the National Assembly in 1999 by President Obasanjo 

focused more on the issue of corruption. In the speech, Obasanjo revealed that in the period 

preceding the transition, about $120 billion has been stolen and taken out of Nigeria and only 

$20 billion has been recovered at that time. (New Nigeria 25/11/1999, p.8). According to the 

president, no society can achieve anything near its full potential if allows corruption to become 

the full-blown cancer it has become in Nigeria. To him, society can only survive and develop in 

an orderly, reasonable and predictable way, if laws are made and enforced to check corruption 

(Newswatch 2004). 

In view of the above, when president Obasanjo assumed power in 1999, he identified 

corruption as the ban to Nigeria and he consistently expressed his determination to fight this 

social evil so as not to compromise the future of the fourth republic. The president resolved to 

eradicate the cankerworm from the Nigerian polity and turn the country to Eldorado. By this the 

encouraged all the rules and regulations designed to help accountability, good governance, 

honesty and transparency in the dealings of the government officials and leadership. More 

importantly, the president established numerous anticorruption agencies and processes over this 

five years on office. One of such anti-corruption agencies is the Independent Corrupt Practice 

and other Related Offences Commission (ICPC). 

The ICPC is an anti-graft panel established by President Obasanjo Administration to 

bring corrupt public officers to book. The body was established by passing into law of the bill on 

anti-corruption known as corrupt practices and other “Related Offences Act”. The mandates of 

the body are contained in section 6(a) – (f). Akanbi, 2003. 

Although the commission has indeed carried out serried of investigations on some public 

and private office holders (i.e. state governors, bank officials and several others) based on some 
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petitions the commission received, the outcome of such investigations has not been that fruitful. 

This is because, such people under the commission’s investigation always succeeded in securing 

court injunction stopping their continued investigation and arrest (New Nigeria, 2004). By this, 

the commissions’ effort to at least catch one ‘big fish’ is always being jeopardized. 

Consequently, corruption rather than decreasing is increasing mostly because the nation’s history 

is not given relevance in addressing this unethical problem. 

During the military eras, beginning from Gen. Yakubu Gowon, a military decree, known 

as Public Officer (Investigation of Assets) Decree No. 38 of 1975 was promulgated, followed by 

corruption practices investigation Bureau established under the publicly acclaimed corrupt 

practices Decree of No.28 of the Murtala/Obasanjo administration in 1975 and Buhari/Idiagbon 

“War Against Indiscipline”. Later administrations, like Babangida’s decree No.34 of 1990 on 

corrupt practice and Economic Crime and finally Decree No.40 of 1994 on Indiscipline, corrupt 

practices and Economic Crimes of Gen. Sani Abacha emerged. These military decrees were not 

backed up and corruption received only lip services and became rather more institutionalized. 

Agbo (1994) reports that most of the military officers involved in corruption under Babangida 

were ignored, transferred or simply retired with full benefits. During Abacha’s regime, six acting 

administrators found guilty of corruption were deployed to other states (Agbo, 1994). 

The civilian regime of President Shehu Shagari launched an anti-corruption programme 

christened “Ethics Revolution”. However, through negligence and lack of political muscle to 

combat corruption the bureaucrats and the politicians that surrounded the government dug the 

final pit that abruptly terminated the regime. 

Other agencies established by the government to smash corruption, encourage 

accountability and good governance included the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 

(EFCC), National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS), the Bureau for 

Public Enterprises (BPE) charged with the responsibility of privatizing and commercializing 

public enterprises riddled with corruption and other unethical practices; the Budgeting, 

Monitoring and Value Price Commission and most recently too, the Nigerian government in 

conjunction with sister African countries formed the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

(NEPAD) which is a policy aimed at fighting corruption and promoting good governance and 

accountability for the sustainable development of Africa (Alozie, 2009). 
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However, these anti-graft agencies have been seen as mere palliatives. In the words of 

Sorkaa, most actions on the part of the successive governments as a way of stemming the 

unethical behavior and lack of accountability and bad governance has been by way of palliatives 

rather than a surgical operations to deal with the cankerworm once and for all. These institutions 

were merely created but lacked sufficient powers to carry out their mandate, thus having the aims 

for creating them defeated. The other fact is that these institutions fail because the role of history 

up-till now has been neglected.   

Consequences of Corruption, Unaccountability and Bad Governance 

Generally, the consequences of Corruption, Unaccountability and Bad Governance on Nigeria 

are multi-dimensional and multifaceted. The implications are overwhelming and this has far 

reaching negative implications for every sphere of Nigeria’s socio-political and socio-economic 

existence. We shall examine some of these consequences as follows: 

1. Poor image: corruption, unaccountability and bad governance has lowered the image of 

the country and makes it unattractive in the eyes of the international community. The 

international community deals with corrupt nations with deep-seated suspicion. Nigerians 

are no longer respected globally and many suffer humiliation and isolation because they 

are regarded as potential traffickers and fraudsters. 

2. Underdevelopment of the country: corruption, unaccountability and bad governance 

are responsible for the ills of Nigeria. The vices are responsible for poor standard and 

lack of public utilities such as roads, unstable electricity supply, low standard of schools 

ministration, poor health facilities, frustrations, etc. 

3. Unemployment: large-scale corruption, unaccountability and bad governance 

discourages investors especially the private sector. Consequently the teeming youths who 

graduate from educational institutions remain unemployed and idle in the major cities. 

These youth engage in anti-social vices such as armed robbery, drug abuse, prostitution, 

vandalism, cultism, among others; are all victims of corruption, unaccountability and bad 

governance. 

4. Low Foreign Direct Investment: foreign investors become discouraged in investing in 

nations that will reduce the investor’s competitive advantage due to corrupt practices. 

Nigeria since the intensification of corruption, unaccountability and bad governance has 

been loosing the benefits of the current globalization phenomenon. 
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5. Low Quality and Standard of Education: education is used as an instrument of 

modernization and human civilization. Corruption in educational institutions brings about 

low caliber and number of teachers that are employed and admission of unqualified 

students in schools. Schools are ill-equipped and the quality of school products can 

hardly fit into the society, they therefore become a border to parents and nuisance to the 

society. 

6. All these socio-political and economic vices affect the Stability of Government. Loyalties 

are fragmented by thoughts of personal gains; it destabilizes the institutions of the state. 

The efficiency and public as decisions- making process is not only pulled down but also 

is incoherent and often irrational. 

7. Increasing gap between the rich and the poor: corruption, unaccountability and bad 

governance are increasing the gap between the poor and the rich. About 65% of the 

Nigerian corruption, unaccountability and bad governance are falling below the poverty 

line. Word Bank (1997) confirmed that: 

When access to public goods and services requires a bribe, the poor 
may be excluded. Given the lack of political influences, the poor may 
even be asked to pay more than people with high incomes.... 
 

8. Poor Leadership: corruption, unaccountability and bad governance has brought about 

the poor visionless, evil-minded, conservative, undemocratic and un-purposeful 

leadership, which has become a cankerworm that is eating deep into the fabric of the 

Nigerian nation. The nation’s leadership has been bitterly discredited by corruption, 

unaccountability and bad governance as a result of which institution hardly provide the 

needed services to the people as public interest but has been relegated to the sideline and 

compromised for personal or parochial interest. The consequence being that power has 

become thoroughly compromised in many ways. Service to father land is seen as an 

opportunity for personal aggrandizement; posited Igbana (2007/2008) other consequences 

of corruption affecting the nation can be itemized: 

 Equity suffers when corruption, unaccountability and bad governance allows for one, 

uneven tax incidence and regulatory compliance. 

 Undermining of certain installation that holds society together namely the system of law 

enforcement and other agencies of government. 
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 Distortion of the re-distribution role of government when the well-connected get the best 

jobs, contract, loan, grants, scholarship among others. 

 Distortion of development priorities; where projects are strongly influenced by 

corruption. Scarce resources are deployed to uneconomic projects while most projects are 

abandoned and the society losses. 

 corruption, unaccountability and bad governance in government and of administrative 

machinery leads to the erosion of public trust. Systemic corruption distorts incentive, 

undermines institution and redistributes health and power to the on-deserving. According 

to Edeko (2007) when corruption undermines property rights, the rule of law and the 

incentive to invest in economic and political development is crippled. 

 Without good governance devoid of corruption, public resources tend to be misused and 

privatized while corruption thrives. With corruption, unaccountability and bad 

governance on the side of government, national resources may fail to develop in a way to 

benefit the ordinary citizens. That is why even when the nation is richly endowed with 

human, natural and financial resources, we are still not able to break through the vicious 

circle of poverty. 

 Corruption, unaccountability and bad governance also perpetuates other developmental 

problems according to the World Bank, corruption help to perpetuate other 

developmental problems such as Nigeria’s huge external debt, malnutrition, illiteracy and 

social anarchy in the form of violent crime, civil disorder, terrorism and rebellious acts. 

 Corruption, unaccountability and bad governance causes talented people to seek 

government paid employments rather than engaging themselves on productive activities 

reflective of their God given talents since it is easier to get rich quick in government paid 

employment through corruption. Talents are therefore misallocated and many Nigerians 

with jobs are forced to migrate to other countries in other to survive regardless of their 

dignity and comfort. 

Accountability and Good Governance in Nigeria 

We stated earlier that governance is said to be good when it is committed to and is capable of 

effectively addressing the needs of the society It is good when it directs national attention to the 

equitable allocation and management of national resources. Good governance is about 
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transparency, accountability and the deployment of resources to achieve defined goals at 

minimum cost to the society. According to Yaqub and Abubakar, it refers to the manner in which 

power is used to manage a country’s resources towards its development; it refers to the control 

mechanisms put in place to satisfy the needs of society. It also refers to the 

Predictable and transparent framework of rules, institutions and behaviour for 
the conduct of private and public business.., and the process of harmonizing and 
managing all the diverse elements in society (2005:15). 
 

To what extent can we assert that there is accountability and good governance in Nigeria? It is 

unfortunate to state that fifty four years after independence, Nigeria is still grappling with 

problems of development-bad roads, decaying or inadequate infrastructure, environmental 

pollution, lack of accountability, corruption and bad governance. Many years of military 

intervention and the return to democratic rule have not helped matters. To scholars like Eskor, 

Toyo (1994), Nigeria has never experienced democracy. Nwigwe (cited in Ogundiya, 2010) 

asserts that Nigerian governance is difficult to classify. To him, we are not a monarchy although 

we have many monarchs which means government by the best. We are also not a democracy 

because it is a government of the people by the people and for the people. At best therefore, what 

we have is a ‘Mafia government’ which can only be described as, 

Government infested with power drunken, self-seeking, and ideology-barren, 
orientation-less operatives: usually selected by their kind and of course scarcely 
ever elected by the people. Even in the guise of multi-party election, those to 
rule are clearly predetermined and chosen even before elections take place 
(Nwigwe, cited in Ogundiya, 2010:204). 
 

Nigerians are yet to reap the fruits of good governance or the dividends of democracy. What has 

happened has been the hijack of the country’s democratic system by non-democrats who believe 

that elections are wars, “a do or die affair” that must be won at all costs. Elections are therefore 

characterized by violence accompanied by wanton destruction of lives and property. People’s 

votes don’t count because elections are rigged with the outcome determined before the polls. In 

such situations, the rule of law becomes a rule of the jungle while good governance and 

accountability are jeopardized. The consequence of this failure in governance is high degree of 

corruption. Transparency International has reported that between 1970 and 2006, the number of 

Nigerians subsisting on less than one dollar a day grew from 36% to more than 70%; that is from 

19 million to 90 million people. The report further states that Nigeria has “consistently ranked as 

one of the most corrupt countries in the world” (cited in Ogundiya, 2010:207). 



13 
 

Nigerians have not enjoyed good governance under both the military and civilian 

administrations. Corruption has become very rampant and endemic, crippling very critical 

sectors of the economy such as health care, education, transport and communications. The 

processes of governance are abused by political office holders for their interests. Programmes 

initiated by government to stem the poverty resulting from these abuses such as, the Better Life 

for Rural Women, Family Support Programme amongst others, have all failed to yield the 

anticipated dividends because of corruption or mismanagement of the funds allocated for them. 

Disenchanted with the state of things, the poor have resorted to self survival strategies such as 

ethnic and religious conflicts, armed robbery and separatist movements. The Nigerian state is in 

a state of flux. It requires a dose of accountability and good governance to enable citizens reap 

the benefits of independence and democratic governance. Some scholars have the opinion that 

with broad orientation of Nigeria history, the Nigerian project is achievable (Mentioned in 

Adams, 2011). 

The Expected Role of History as A Way Forward  

When Nigeria became an independent nation in 1960, the great challenge ahead of our dear 

country is that of nation building. This is what has been the yearlling of the people and various 

governments that come to power. But despite this, today 54 years after, the call still remained the 

same. One might wonder, why? Because the Nigeria government failed to worked with the 

historians to achieve the Nigeria realization of their mistake and recall the past to achieve the 

objectives. Because, the survival of any race or nation depends to a large extent on the peoples 

love and respect for their social order such love is engendered by patriotism sustained through 

the study of history. Citizens become conscious of their civil responsibilities, their common 

loyalty and commitment to the social political, economic survival, growth and development of 

their states through the study of the past. It is also through the knowledge of history the people 

particularly younger ones come to understand and appreciate the background, culture, beliefs and 

traditions of other. Thus history becomes an effective tool for effective accountable, good 

governance and corruption free in Nigeria Kivelu (1999). 

In Nigeria, to be specific, knowledge of history can keep this country to have a deeper 

understanding of the antecedents other diverse people and culture. It is also expected to serve as 

motivating factors in the march towards creating institutions and the consciousness that propel a 

people to make progress. Therefore, Nigerians cannot affect to do away with the ideas, 
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institution and issues of how plural and diverse people can exist and find a common ground to 

make progress especially in this dense and competitive global community. History can help 

Nigeria to develop a natural consciousness of the years in the near and remotest future. History is 

more than just a study of the past. It is an exploration of change and the socio political dynamics 

of human society. History has helped to correct distorted account about Nigerian past and it can 

also help our sense of discipline and experience and, provide the intellectual support for the 

patriotism we so much longed for in this nation, thus making a better place. 

There is one fundamental reason why Nigeria has failed to attain the designed national 

development. That is failure of successive leaders and Nigeria to learn from the history of ths 

great country. Ayandele (2004), point out that for a better understanding of the nature of forces 

and processes of national development, there is need to grasp the nature and various nationalities 

in Nigeria. Therefore, historical studies could inculcate national consciousness, patriotism and 

sense of social responsibilities. Certain historical elements like good neighbourlines, inter group 

relations/trade, cultural diffusion, language, good governance, accountability, anti-corruption 

structure among others should form the basis of national orientation, instead of Sharia Law, debt, 

indifenship/settlers squabbles, ethno-religious crisis, resources control and other naughty issues 

that stunt develop (Odey, 2004, Audu, etal, 2005). 

Today, Nigeria passing through a crucial stage of nation building and this acquires a 

sound grasp of where they are coming from in order to work out and determine where they 

should be going. The solution to this problem is history and can help Nigeria to trace the root of 

where they are coming and where they are going and where they are (Bala, 2003). 

Nigeria’s social problems today are Lawlessness, insecurity, tribal, religious crisis, 

Northeast security crises which serves as a threat to national development would have been take 

care of when we have good sense of our past i.e. history. This is because as Ofaniyan (2012) 

observed, history is a weapon of social control, group cohesion/adhesion and solidarity. 

Ayandele (2014). The complex interaction between indigenous Nigeria culture and the 

imported western culture which lasted more than a century. So making the leap between and 

from traditional Nigeria power structure which in there own way was quite effective and 

sometimes had democratic features to modern system of government. So instead of studying the 

British parliamentary system of government and American presidential democracy, we should 

have concentrated on the old Oyo Empire, the Igbo segementary system, Sokoto caliphate, Nupe 
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kingdom, Benin kingdom and many others of government with modification to fit Nigeria 

system of governance. 

Look at the nature of our social relationship in Nigeria from history has been a great 

obstacle to development, political economic and social relationship between individual are 

characterize by patron-client pattern. These patrons occupy social position such as power and 

resources they use it to grant favours to their clients such as jobs, contracts, in order to create 

network of patronage. For example, in the days of Ibrahim Babangida, Abacha and Obasanjo, it 

is common thing to talk of their boys being planted everywhere including the army. News 

Magazine July 13 (2009). They enjoy such patronage even from traditional rulers so much that 

who refuse to comply with their order or instruction were removed out of the office. They use all 

these to perpetuate themselves in power, buy more support from local leaders. History can create 

much awareness to discredit this system in Nigeria political, economic and social relationship for 

the masses to have a firm grip on the types of leaders they elect into office and be able to hold 

them accountable. This has also encouraged corruption which has eaten deep into the system 

much that even our infrastructures are no longer working because the clients themselves most 

giubrbie know and lobby who are the law makers cannot apply check and balances as we can 

seen in old Oyo Empire. From history any opposition is seen as enemy and will soon be a victim 

of assassination. 

What about the history of the extended family as a pillar of clientelism in Nigeria. 

Members of the extended family are expected to be catered for once any of their members get 

into government. Sometimes these clients are organized along ethic lineage network that only the 

majority of certain ethnic group occupies certain ministry or parastatals of government agency. 

History has much on the national character to check and balance and bring out an acceptable 

standard. 

The founders of some political/parties are often from one ethnic circle or organized along 

or around a specific individual and supported by particular ethnic group. The end result led to 

political tension, riots and manipulations here and there like the just concluded local council 

election in some parts of the nation. History can bring to the formation of national parties aimed 

at spreading political power and support. Roel (2004: 351). History also has it that most of the 

Nigeria politician’s focuses on confrontation rather than search for consensus on important issues 

because a winner must take all is at odd with stable democracy and governance. The tradition of 
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authoritarian leadership especially among the Hausa Fulani was further nourished by the role of 

the colonialist and of course the military for a prolong period with considerable impact on citizen 

state relationship. 

The low level of socio economic development in Nigeria is another obstacle to her 

development. What about the issues of human rights. Citizens don’t need to devote most of their 

time and attention to acquiring basic necessities of life. When will they think of development? 

Better conditions must be in place for them to be able to think right. This condition also includes 

education as a potential tool to development. Standard and quantitative education should be put 

in place to raise the level of literacy especially among woman as this hampers their active 

participation in developmental processes and decision making. This is the kind of emancipation 

prerequisite for development. 

Conclusion 

Corruption and lack of accountability subvert good governance. When corruption becomes 

entrenched in the society, it distorts development and breeds imperfection in the administrative 

sectors of governance. It pushes up the cost of service delivery and weakens the institutions of 

democracy. It is our belief that issues of corruption and accountability can be tackled effectively 

by ensuring that the media are provided the necessary freedom and the environment to carry out 

their constitutional responsibilities as the “fourth estate of the realm”. 

To help fight corruption and ensure accountability and good governance in the society, 

we must strengthen the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, (EFCC) by making it 

independent and capable of responding promptly to cases of corruption and abuse of office. 

Anyone living above his means and earnings should be investigated and made to account for the 

source(s) of the extra income. These efforts can be complemented by a free and unfettered press 

that is capable of responding promptly to such cases. 

All legislations in our statute books that have been designed to check corruption and 

ensure accountability should be dusted up and implemented. Anyone, no matter his position in 

the society should be made to face the law when he/she goes against the provisions of the statute 

books. To ensure that the press is at the forefront of this fight, the freedom of information law 

passed by the National Assembly should be diligently implemented to ensure openness in 

governance. 
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Public enlightenment programmes to increase awareness about corruption and 

accountability should be mounted and sustained in the mass media as social marketing tools to 

change people’s attitudes, opinions and behaviours and to create awareness in the general public. 

Whistle blowers on corrupt acts should be protected by the law. It should be our 

responsibility to expose corrupt acts. Fighting corruption requires courage and a sense of 

patriotism and responsibility. We conclude by advancing forward the advice by Denis Osborne 

of Governance and Development Institute, London that “we are all in this together. Everybody 

has a part to play in a total war on corruption” and abuse of office. The welfare of Nigerians 

depends on the actions of our leadership. We all share in the risk from a badly managed 

economy, unfair wealth appropriation and the institutionalization of poverty in the country. We 

must therefore ensure that corruption and abuse of office are stamped out and accountability and 

good governance are enshrined in our society. 

Recommendations 

Our march towards corruption free Nigeria, accountability and good governance is only 

realizable if the following are considered without further delay. 

 Education for all: At this stage of our national life the standard of literacy level should 

have gone beyond what is obtainable in Nigeria. We should not be talking about basic 

education but universal free education at all level where every Nigerian child has access 

up till university level and compulsory. 

 History as an Integrated Subject: That history as a subject to be taught at all levels of 

our educational sector to create a kind of awareness on our past as a nation because if you 

don’t know where you are coming from, you will probably not know where you are going 

to. History is therefore synonymous to development which we fervently require and 

desire in schools. 

 Political Mass Awareness: There should be a body adequately founded to provide 

Nigerians with much awareness on politics and issues that touch on their nights as far as 

politics is concern in Nigeria and eliminate the issue of patron client relationship in 

Nigeria. Death should not decide that for the masses like in the cases of Adedibo the 

patron of 0yo, Ibadan politics. We still have the likes of late Saraki Olusola in Kwara, 

Babangida and Obasanjo in Nigeria and Aare Obateru Adamu of Nassarawa state. 
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 Freedom of the Press, Academic and Opposition: That none is oppressed on the basis 

belief ideology and criticism of government programmes and activities. Many have been 

assassinated in requirement for their political freedom and expression towards 

government activities. Many are still in jail without trial as political prisoners and nobody 

can tell when their freedom will come. 

 Electoral College and Independent Commission: Election matters are quite sensitive 

and people who handle this aspect should be those of high integrity independent of 

government and politicians. They should be in position to draw up political agendum 

viable for the country outside the influence of government and be able to manage and 

fund political parties not government or politician themselves organize and institute 

tribunals with modern technology to handle them most effectively from hijack and 

manipulation. 

 Standard of Living: Majority of Nigerians are in abject poverty. Development can 

hardly take place if they spend their time looking for sustenance. Access to 

accommodation and adequate health care affordable to ordinary Nigeria is not in place. 

Government should be take the welfare of all Nigerians as a matter of priority and 

concern by providing food, accommodation, health care and other necessities of life such 

as water and electricity. 

 Rationalization of the Economy: Government, private participation in the economy 

actually allows steady growth in the nation’s economy. The economy should allow and 

protect private participation inclined for proper management and maintenance. 
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