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INTRODUCTION 

Cultural practice remain a formidable constraint which women face in relation to the 

operational effectiveness of rural development in Nigeria. Developmental strategies 

which emphasises privatisation, liberalisation and deregulation are seen as a mantra 

for rural development.  These development strategies as they apply to the rural 

economy are reflected in the privatisation of resources and services, 

commercialisation of agriculture, expansion of agro-industries, deregulation of 

labour, liberalisation of international trade. Culturally Nigeria is predominantly a 

patriarchy society. Patriarchy is largely reflected in household structure, gender 

relations and access to resources. The degree to which cultural norms effectiveness 

in Urban centre and rural areas varies.  

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Rural women participate in development process in diverse ways. They constitute 

about 60-70 percent of Nigeria’s rural labour force. Unfortunately, development 

theories and programmes targeting the rural economy are design with no 

consideration for socio-cultural environment. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

In comparative terms, the study highlights the level to which cultural practice have 

impacted on the effectiveness of development strategies of privatisation of land as it 

concerns women in rural communities of Delta and Kwara states. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The work is significant because understanding the effect of socio-cultural 

environment on development strategies as it relates to women in rural communities 
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are crucial for engaging relevant processes of social cultural, political and economic 

change within Nigeria.  

Gap in literature 

From extant literature Mackenzie, Awumbia and Dzodzi, 2010; Endley 2010; 

Meinzen-Dick and Quisumbing 2012, there is the lack of explanation on how socio-

cultural environment help to shape and contribute to the effectiveness or 

ineffectiveness of developmental strategies on women. Similarly studies such as 

Efanodor 2015; Kachika 2010; Mutopo and Chiweshe 2012 have been domiciled in 

a peculiar society or rural communities there had been little effort to make 

comparison between different socio-cultural contexts. 

Research method 

Exploratory research design provided exploratory analysis of two case studies from 

two regions in Nigeria - Delta State from the Southern region and Kano State from 

the Northern region. Multi-stage cluster and purposively sampling procedure was 

used to select 12 rural communities. The snowball purposive procedure was used to 

select 120 respondents for Interviews and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) In 

addition to primary data, documentary review of secondary sources of information 

was also used. Hermeneutic descriptive analysis was used to analyze secondary data 

while the qualitative data was analysed through thematic descriptive analysis  

DISCUSSION 

NEEDS AND SEEDS reform programmes was put in place in 2003 to foster 

Nigeria’s integration into the world economy through privatisation, deregulation and 

liberalisation programme. Implementation in rural areas was carried out through the 

following – privatisation of land and resources leading to liberalisation of land tenure 

system, commercialisation of agriculture, liberalisation of agricultural market with 

the development of agricultural valve chain. The implementation of the above 

reinforced the agrarian nature of the rural communities and resulted to land grab 

through large scale acquisition of land.  

Socio-cultural environment of rural communities of Delta and Kano States, Nigeria 

has different procedure and established systems that governed rights and obligations 

in rural communities.  The predominance of either customary law over religious laws 

or the practice of both account for the diversity in cultural practice. Kano State is 

largely shaped and linked to both customary/religious laws while Delta is largely 



3 
 

shaped by customary law. Therefore the status of women’s right and activities are 

dependent on the cultural environment.  

There is no doubt that new economic opportunities for women living in rural 

communities may have resulted from implementation of developmental strategies of 

privatisation. However, the extent to which women can benefit is influenced by 

cultural norms that shape their ability and capacity to take advantages of such 

opportunities.  

FINDINGS 

The study revealed that, cultural practice did dictate the level and nature of impact 

developmental strategies had on women and their household in rural communities. 

Consequently, cultural practice in turn was a major determinant of the level of 

success of these strategies within the rural communities as it concerns women. 

RECOMMENDATION 

A people centred developmental strategies should take into cognisance the cultural 

dynamics of that particular society. Government should adopt policies and priorities 

that will advance the rights of women who are cultural marginalized. 
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