
COURSE CODE: ENG 111 

COURSE TITLE: ELEMENTARY ENGLISH SYNTAX I 

 

NUMBER OF UNITS: 2 Units 

COURSE DURATION: Three hours per week 

 

COURSE LECTURER: PROF BAMIRO 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

At the completion of this course, students should be able to: 

1. understand the different word-classes in English; 

2. recognize how the analysis of English sentences contributes to an accurate 

understanding of the structure of English; 

3. demonstrate how the English language is rule-governed on every level of analysis; 

4. comprehend the complementary nature of the forms and functions of English 

sentences. 

COURSE DETAILS 

Week 1: Personal introductions and introduction to the course; 

  Relationship between grammar and syntax (pp. 1-3 in Greenbaum and Quirk). 

Week 2: Word classes: open and closed classes of words (pp. 15-18 in G & Q). 

Week 3: Word classes: nouns and pronouns 

Week 4: World classes: adjectives and adverbs 

Week 5: Word classes: verbs, prepositions, and conjunctions 

Week 6: Mid-semester test; 

  The structure of sentences (pp. 204-208 in G & Q) 

Week 7: Types of sentences 

Week 8: Sentence functions 

Week 9: Clause elements and clause types 

Week 10: Concord in English (pp. 214-222 in G & Q) 

  Subject-Verb concord 

Week 11: Notional concord and proximity 

OJ
Stamp



Week 12: Other types of concord 

  Course wrap-up. 

Week 13: REVISION 

RESOURCES 

Specific readings indicated in the course content above are from the following required 

textbook:  

Greenbaum, Sidney and Randolph Quirk (1990). A Student’s Grammar of the English 

Language.    Essex, England: Longman. 

SUPPLEMENTARY READING: 

The following textbooks are available in the University library and students are encouraged 

to read  specific chapters indicated in brackets: 

Fromkin, Victoria, Robert Rodman, and Nina Hymas (2003}.  An Introduction to Language.  

9th edition.  Wadsworth: Cengage Learning.  P.107.F931.  [Chapter 1: “What is 

Grammar?” Pp. 13-17]. 

Prasad, Tarni (2014).  A Course in Linguistics.  2nd ed. Delhi: PHI Learning. P.121.P911. 

[Chapter 6: Syntactic Analysis: pp. 84-136]. 

Murthy, J.D. (2007)  Contemporary English Grammar.  Lagos: Book Master. 

PE.1128.M972. 

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT, GRADING, AND EVALUATION: 

Grading in the course is made up of 30% continuous assessment and 70% final examination.   

The 30% components of the continuous assessment are as follows: 

   Attendance  -  5 

   In-class test  -  5 

   Mid-Semester Test  -  10 

   Quizzes  -  5 

   Written assignment  -  5 

PLAGIARISM: 

Plagiarism, defined as “an act of copying the ideas or words of another person without giving 

credit to that person” (Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary), is a very serious offence in the 

academic world.  Students must avoid plagiarism by learning to document and acknowledge 

their sources, even those obtained on the Internet.  Plagiarism in any form in this course will 

attract appropriate penalties, including a possible failing grade. 

 

 



• Lecturer’s Office Hours: 

• Prof. Bamiro Monday – Friday 08:30 - 03:30pm.  

• Course lecture Notes: http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/...pdf 

• Books: 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course treats in detail the basic elements of the English sentence considered from both 

the syntactic and functional perspectives.  Particular attention will be paid to English word-

classes, the basic sentence patterns, and the different kinds of concord relationships in 

English sentences. 

COURSE GOALS: 

The course is designed to equip students with the knowledge required to: 

1. understand the different word-classes in English; 

2. recognize how the analysis of English sentences contributes to an accurate 

understanding of the structure of English; 

3. demonstrate how the English language is rule-governed on every level of analysis; 

4. comprehend the complementary nature of the forms and functions of English 

sentences. 

 


