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ABSRACT 

  This paper examine on the environmental content in federalism agenda with 

respect to the changes occurring in the environment and how they have affected 

the development of the nation.  The paper will attempt to define Federalism, 

examine the causes of environmental issues in Nigeria, and evaluate the 

components and functions of the Federal environmental protection and to 

strategies ways of pursuing these environmental problems. A lot of changes in 

the environment are caused either naturally or by man made. This has serious 

disadvantages for the existence of human being on earth. What is happening today 

in Nigeria in our environment is threaten the continued existence of man in its 

recent stage in Nigeria and the world at large. The major approaches the 

government has adopted to reduce  the negative effect of  environmental problems 

are meaningful  policies formulation along population increase, land development, 

shortage of food arises, solid waste  disposal,  air pollution, water pollution.  

Business education has become a way out to educate the people of the issues 

involved. Commercial and micro banks should encourage policies of creating 

financial support at all levels of government to help tackle some challenges of 

environmental in our communities. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTION  

Nigeria is classified as a democratic country that operates a federal system of 

government.Arowolo (2011) Akindele and Olawpa (2011) Akindele and Olawpa (2002) both 

opined that federalism is a political concept in which the powers to govern is shared between 

national, states and local government, resulted what is often called a federation .This concept 

demands that each level of government should have adequate power and resources to perform its 

functions except some major issues whereby local and states government seek assistance from 

the federal level for urgent intervention. Environmental issue is one major is aspect that revolve 

around the negative aspects in the macro business environment or localities were business 

organization are situated.  A lot of changes in the environment are caused either naturally or by 

man made. This has serious disadvantage for the existence of human being on earth. What is 

happening today in Nigeria is threaten the continued existence of man in its recent stage in 

Nigeria and the world at large (Ouwuchcwa, 1996). 

Because of the consequences arises from environment, the federal government has given a 

serious attention to environment protection to nip this problem at the bud which urgent and 

serious attention is equally adopted at state and every local government in Nigeria. 

 No wonder, currently in Nigeria, the government has given a matching order to National 

Environmental Management Agency to quickly and urgently nip the problem arisen from 

environmental problems which communities within these areas have suffered. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  

The greatest problem of our government is the inability to educate our people about the inter-

connection among population, environmental deterioration, war and resource depletion. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

The objective of the study: 

1. To determine the major causes of environmental issues in Nigeria  

2. To evaluate the components and functions of the federal Environmental protection   agency   

3. To strategies ways of pursuing these environmental problems. 



LITERATURE REVIEW OF THE STUDY 

Environmental content in federalism revolve around a serious set of issues that need urgent and 

drastic attention. In Nigeria content this has lead to measure regulating for the harmonization of 

various rules policies, including environmental regulations (Wallace, 1997). 

 Under the fiscal federalism in content, guidelines are making out for the assignment of public 

responsibility to different levels of government. It is now a known fact that changes occurring in 

the environment nowadays threaten the continued existence of modern world. This issue has 

become a serious one in Nigeria hence the federal government has set up the federal 

governmental protection agency to help manage the continue changes in the Nigeria 

Environment. Both the state and local governments in Nigeria have also key into this programme 

to have what is called Environmental Sanitation Agencies.  

Nigeria as a federal country is inter-dependence on one another; hence people most learnt and 

master those laws of dependence and inter-relation. 

Major Causes of Environmental Problem in Nigeria  

The major causes of environmental problems in Nigeria are population explosion, food crisis 

land development problems chemicals pesticides air population, solid water disposal water and 

so on. 

The currently result revealed that the Nigeria population is about 200 million. Some states like 

Kano, Sokoto, Lagos, Anambra, Imo, Kaduna, Edo, and Ibadan are highly populated. Most 

especially areas average nuclear family in the northern Nigeria is about nine members. The 

resultant causes are over use of land which can lead to erosion and consequently lead to shortage 

of food protection increase in population can lead to scarce resources and caused pollution. In 

Nigeria today, pollution can lead to high death rate and drop in food production. Population 

increase result to skyrocketed consumers goods prices, increase in transportation cost shortage of 

food predomination on land use and high demand for tertiary education. In Nigeria today, 

federal, state and local government have continued to tackle these problem  

In Nigeria today, water pollution is now a serious challenge owing to the heavy down pour of 

rain. Two-third of Nigeria now drinks polluted water. Some areas in Nigeria are now affected 



with guinea warm epidemic. Other causes of water pollution are: detergents which we use in our 

various families and house hold, thermal pollution, oil spills, industrial waste and so on. 

The Federal Environmental Protection Agency  

This was established in 1992 by degree no 39 which is an integral part of the presidency. It has a 

governing council which consists of the Secretary of Government of the federation, a Chairman 

and other members especially the minister. Two other members as a matter of fact must come 

from the private sector who has distinguished themselves in environmental matter. In case the 

minister is not able to attain a meeting of the Council, the Director-General of the ministry 

represent him/ her at the meeting .Any person appointed as the technical committee is always an 

ex-officio member of the council. The Federal Government Protection Agency has Functions as: 

i. Preparation of national policy for the protection of the environmental and conservation 

natural resources  

ii. Preparation of national policy on the environment periodic master plan for the development 

of environmental sciences and technology. 

iii. Advise the federal government in financial regulation for the implementation of plans and  

iv. Advising the president on the efficient utilization of ecological fund for the protection of the 

environment .The Environmental Agency decree empower the Director General the 

approval of the council to make regulation on issue like: water quality air quality 

atmospheric protection noise control and control of hazardous materials. 

The major environmental problems in Nigeria have lead to crisis in the oil mining 

communication in the riverside places. Most communities have all suffered from different 

environmental problems caused by oil mining. Some of these responses resulted to crises 

and violence between people in the communities and police or armies. A lot of 

compensation was paid while many were not paid. 

 

Ways of pursuing these environmental problems 

These environmental problems has resulted to poverty, especially billions of naira worth of 

goods destroyed, crises in the oil mining communities is the riverside areas, diseases caused 

by solid waste, disposal or pollution and others.  



To help pursue those environmental problems the following should he adopted. The social 

responsibility issues in the oil sector and solid mineral sector in this country should be 

address properly. In Okpella, Edo state where you have Bua cement, Obhu-Okpella, and 

Dangote cement currently operating have paid billions of naira to host communities. Other 

companies like wise should followed same. 

 When it comes to food crises, various number of Business organization like commercial 

banks, community banks which have one form of agricultural development credit facilities 

for farmers should be encourage. Various food productions factories likes the one build by 

Nassarawa state government (Rice Mill), Fertilizer Company, Abakaliki Rice Mill and 

others. This will increase food production at various levels of government in Nigeria.  

 In the same vein, national body of business organization should be favored which can 

pursue environmental problem collectively. Up till now the rate of business changes to 

environmental issues in small and very much insignificant. Business educational 

development activities must be created to educate them on the diverse causes of 

environmental problems affecting communities in Nigeria  

 

SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary of major findings: 

The objectives of the study are: 

1. To determine the major causes of environmental issues in Nigeria  

2. To evaluate the components and functions of the federal Environmental protection 

Agency  

3. To strategies ways of pursuing these environmental problems 

              

Conclusion 

Environmental content in federalism agenda can better be understood from a system theory. This 

is because environment problems are interdependent and lead to ecosystem. The degree of theses 

environmental damage can cause other several problem in the communities. 

 



      Recommendations 

To achieve this, policies should be formulated along population, increase land development, food 

crisis solid waste disposal, air pollution, water pollution. Oil and solid minerals communities in 

Nigeria have have crashes with the law enforcement agents in Nigeria whereby lives have been 

lost. Business Education has become a way out to educate the people of the issue involved. 

Meaningful rules and policies can better be formulated by the various level of government in 

Nigeria to help tackle the challenges facing our environment, which threaten the society and the 

survival of business organization. 
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