
COURSE CODE: ENG 221 

COURSE TITLE: INTERMEDIATE ENGLISH SYNTAX II 

NUMBER OF UNITS: 2 Units 

COURSE DURATION: Three hours per week 

 

COURSE LECTURER: PROF. EDMUND BAMIRO 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

At the completion of this course, students should be able to: 

1. explain the relationship between auxiliary and modal verbs; 

2. explain the morphological and syntactic characteristics of auxiliary and modals; 

3. distinguish between the central and marginal modals; 

4. explain the meanings of specific modal verbs; 

5. describe the functions of pro-forms and ellipsis; 

6. explain the various kinds of concord relationships in English. 

 

COURSE DETAILS 

Knowledge in this course is disseminated primarily through lectures, particularly the direct 

method of teaching and the use of classroom multi-media technologies.  Students will be 

encouraged to participate actively in class discussions.  The schedule of weekly lectures is as 

follows: 

 

Week 1: Personal introductions and introduction to the course; 

  AUXILIARY AND MODAL VERBS (pp. 34-40 in Greenbaum & Quirk) 

Primary vs. modal verbs  

Syntactic properties of auxiliary verbs 

Morphological and syntactic characteristics of the primary verbs BE, HAVE, 

DO 

Week 2: Morphological and syntactic criteria which apply particularly to modal verbs 

  Distinction between central and marginal modals 

Week 3: Meanings of the modal verbs can/could; may/might; must; need/have (got) to; 

ought to/should (pp. 60-65 in Greembaum & Quirk) 

OJ
Stamp



Week 4: ADVERBIALS (pp. 158-187 in Greenbaum & Quirk) 

  Different structures of adverbials 

  Adverbial positions 

  Adverbials denoting manner, means, and instrrument 

Week 5: Place adverbials 

  Time adverbials 

  Order of adverbials 

Week 6: Mid-semester test; 

  Sentence adverbials 

Week 7: SYNTACTIC DEVICES FOR ABBREVIATING THE ENGLISH 

SENTENCE (pp. 247-261 in Greenbaum & Quirk) 

 Pro-forms and ellipsis 

 Parameter of recoverability 

Week 8: CONCORD (pp. 214-222 in Greenbaum & Quirk) 

  Subject-verb concord 

  Notional concord and proximity 

  Collective nouns and notional concord 

Week 9: Concord and coordinated subjects  

  Quasi-coordination 

Week 10: Coordination with or and nor 

Week 11: Concord of person 

Week 12: Other types of concord 

  Course wrap-up. 

Week 13: REVISION 

• Lecturer’s Office Hours: 

• Prof. Bamiro Monday – Friday 08:30 - 03:30pm.  

• Course lecture Notes: http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/...pdf 

• Books: 

 

REQUIRED TEXT: 

Specific readings indicated in the course content above are from the following required 

textbook:  



Greenbaum, Sidney and Randolph Quirk (1990). A Student’s Grammar of the English 

Language.    Essex, England: Longman. 

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT, GRADING, AND EVALUATION: 

Grading in the course is made up of 30% continuous assessment and 70% final examination.   

The 30% components of the continuous assessment are as follows: 

   In-class test  -  5 

   Mid-Semester Test  -  10 

   Quizzes  -  10 

   Written assignment  -  5 

PLAGIARISM: 

Plagiarism, defined as “an act of copying the ideas or words of another person without giving 

credit to that person” (Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary), is a very serious offence in the 

academic world.  Students must avoid plagiarism by learning to document and acknowledge 

their sources, even those obtained on the Internet.  Plagiarism in any form in this course will 

attract appropriate penalties, including a possible failing grade. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course treats in detail auxiliary and modal verbs, adverbials, syntactic devices for 

abbreviating the English sentence, and the problems of concord in English.  As usual, textual 

examples and practice exercises will be provided. 

COURSE GOALS: 

The course is designed to equip students with the knowledge required to: 

1. understand the structure and functions of specific word-classes in English; 

2. recognize the structure and functions of English adverbials; 

3. demonstrate how certain syntactic devices help the user of English to avoid 

duplication and redundancy in English; 

4. comprehend problems of usage with reference to the subject of concord in English.. 

 


