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COURSE CODE: POL 214 

COURSE TITLE: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL ANALYSIS 

CREDIT UNIT: 3 

COURSE DURATION: 3 HOURS PER WEEK 

 

COURSE LECTURER:  Dr. H. Efanodor-Obeten 

 

 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOME: On completion of this course students 

should be able to: 

 Explain the nature and conception of politics 

 Explain the nature and types of political analysis 

 Explain language of political inquiry 

  Identify and explain the approaches of political analysis 

 Identify and explain approaches to the study of political systems 

 Identify and explain approaches to the study of political processes 

  Identify political systems and structure of government 

 Describe political systems and power distribution 

 Acquire competence and skills in analysing various political systems, 

structures, behavior and functions of modern government 

 

COURSE DETAILS  

 

Course Schedule  

Week 1: Conception of politics 

 Pursuit of public interest; 

 Operation of the state; 

 Collective decision and action; 

 Determination and execution of public policy 

 Peaceful resolution of societal struggles; 
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 Relations and conflicts among classes. 

 Politics as art of government  

 Politics as power 

Week 2:Nature and types of political analysis 

 What is political analysis 

 Importance of political analysis 

 Types of political analysis 

 Relationship between the types of political analysis. 

Week 3: Language of inquiry in Political Science 

• Understanding concept and language of inquiry in political science 

Week 4: Approaches to the study of political analysis 

 The traditional approach to the study of political analysis 

 The behavioural approach to the study of political analysis  

Week 5: Approaches to the study of political systems 

 The systems approach 

 Merits and criticisms of the systems approach 

 The Structural Functionalist Approach (SFA) 

 Merits and criticisms of the structural functionalist approach 

Week 6: Approaches to the study of political processes 

 The class analysis approach or Marxism. 

 Pluralism or group approach. 

 The elite approach. 

Week 7: Rational choice institutionalism 

 rational choice institutionalism approach 
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 Merits and criticisms of the systems approach 

Week 8: Political systems, political process and political action 

 Political systems 

 Functions of a political system 

 Types of political system 

Week 9: Political systems and the organs of government 

 Types of Political Systems 

 Organs of government 

 The Theory of Separation of Powers 

 The, Doctrine of Checks and Balances 

Week 10: Political systems and power distribution 

 Unitary System of Government, 

 Federal System of Government or Federalism and Confederation. 

Week 11: The international political system and globalization. 

 The nature of the international political system 

 Globalisation  

RESOURCES 

• Lecturer’s Office Hours: 

• Dr. Efanodor-Obeten Harriet Mondays –Wednesday 12:30-2:30pm.  

•CourselectureNotes: http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/oer/ppa/pol214.pdf 

• Books: 

Reading Lists 

Charlesworth, J. (1968) (ed) Contemporary political Analysis, New York, free 

Press. 

 

Dahl, R. (1991). Modern Political Analysis. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 

 

Dansiger, J. N. (2000). Understanding the Political World. New York: Longman. 

 

Davies, R. & Lewis, A. (1971). Modules of Political System. London: Macmillan. 
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Easton, D. (1965). A Systems Analysis of Political Life. New York: Wiley. 

 

Easton, D. (1965). A Framework for Political Analysis. Englewood Cliffs: 

Prentice-Hall. 

 

Easton, D. (1971). The Political System: An Inquiry into the State of Political 

Science. (2nd ed.). New York: Knopf. 

Goodwin, B. (2007). Using Political Ideas. (5th ed.). Chichester, UK: John Wiley 

& Sons. 

Hay, C. (2002). Political Analysis. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

 

Lasswell, H. (1951). Politics: Who Gets What, When and How. Free Press: 

Glencoe, III. 

Osaghae, E. (1988). Political Analysis. Ibadan: University of Ibadan External 

Studies Programme. 

Paki, F. & Inokoba, P. (2006). An Invitation to Political Science. Port Harcourt: 

Kemuela Publications. 

Sabine, G. & Thorson, T. (1973). A History of Political Theory. Hinsdale: Dryden    

Press. 

Salmon, G. (2002). The Tools of Government. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

White, L.G. (1994). Political Analysis: Technique and Practice. (3
rd

 ed.). Belmont, 

California: Wadsworth Publishing Co. 

 

Assignments & Grading 

Course Assessment Scheme 

Continuous Assessment  Marks 

In class test 5 marks 

Assignment  5 marks 

Quizzes/presentation 5 marks 

Mid semester test 15 marks 

Examination  
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End of semester examination  70 marks 

Total  100% 

 

From the table above there are four continuous assessment tasks,the emphasis in 

the in-class and mid semester test is on demonstrating anunderstanding of the 

course content. For the quizzes/presentation and the assignment task,students are 

required to show their thinking skills in the analysis of political systems, structure, 

behavior and event. The end of semester examination assessment will be based on 

marking guide. 

 

Attendance: Attendance is compulsory, 75% class attendance to enable candidate 

seat for exams 

Test/ Assignment Submission date:The mid-semester test will be conducted in 

the seventh week of the semester. Date for in-class test, submission of assignment 

and group presentation will be discussed in class with students. 

Academic Honesty: All classwork should be done independently, unless explicitly 

stated otherwise on the assignment handout. 

Learner profile 

This course that is designed for second year (200 level) students in the department 

of Political science and Public Administration who had completed one academic 

session in Edo University. The average age expected is 19 years and the class is a 

mixed group of male and female gender.  

Learning Context 

Topics in the course outline will be discussed in lecture room with all class 

participants.  

Teaching and Learning Strategies: 

Teaching and learning strategies will be based on powerPoint presentation, Video 

clip, discussion in class and assigning of students into presentation groups. 

PREAMBLE 
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One basic responsibilities of political scientist is to be able to analyse events as 

they occur in polity. Political analysis help us to understand what is important, 

valuable, and real or true in politics. There are different conceptions of politics 

because scholars tend to define politics base on their perception or field of study. 

The earliest conception of politics belonged to the Greeks, who viewed politics as 

matters in the public realm as against the private realm. 

Political analysis entails the process of investigating issues or events for the basic 

objective of explanation and prediction. There are four types of political analysis, 

 Normative 

 Semantic 

 Empirical and 

 Policy analysis 

In political science, there is the lack of agreement among scholars on the basic 

concepts of political science. However, political scientist operationalise key 

concepts that are important to their analysis.  Political scientist has adopted several 

approaches to the study of politics. Approaches to the study of politics can be 

classified into the traditional and behavioural approach. Political analysis is often 

based on political system, structure behaviour and event. 

Political system is a system of interaction and relationship which involves power, 

rule and authority. Political systems perform two major functions. The Input 

function (Political socialisation, interest articulation, interest aggregation and 

political communication) and Output function (Rulemaking, rule application and 

rule adjudication) 

 

 

 


