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                       EDO UNIVERSITY IYAMHO                      

                        Department of Political Science and Public Administration      
                        POL 214: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL ANALYSIS 

 
Instructor: Dr. Efanodor-Obeten Harriet, email: efanodor.harriet@edouniversity.edu.ng 

Lectures: Thursday,8am – 10am, LC 7, phone: (+234) 8039430181 

Office hours: Tuesday, 12.00 to 2 pm, Office: 1st floor Administrative Building Rm 17. 

 
Course Aim: The major purpose of this course is to provide a broad overview of the nature of 

inquiry and explanation in political science. The course is basically a study of the concept, 

assumptions, objectives and issues in political analysis; ways of acquiring knowledge; approaches 

and models of political analysis; theories of political analysis; the emergence of behaviouralism 

as an approach to the study of politics including its origin; the scientific method; the nature of 

politics; Political Systems and the structure of government; political representation e.g. direct 

democracy, theory of mandate, representative institutions of different regimes and regime types; 

Political communication; violence, political alienation; citizen participation and political culture, 

etc. 

Learner profile 

This is an introductory course designed for second year (200 level) students in the department of 

Political science and Public Administration who had completed one academic session in Edo 

University. The average age expected is 19 years and the class is a mixed group of male and female 

gender. 

 

Expected Outcome 

On completion of this course students should be able to: 

I. Explain the nature of politics 

II.  Identify the approaches of political analysis 

III.  Explain the nature of the political science discipline as an intellectual enterprise  

IV. Identify main activities and issues of a political system 

V. Evaluate the goals, methods, and problems of government and politics, and become 

critically alert to bias and to simplified panaceas. 

VI.  Identify political systems and structure of government 

VII. Describe some of the key processes and activities in a political system. 

VIII. Acquire competence and skills in analysing various political systems and structure, 

and functions of modern government 

IX.  Identify the range of analytic procedures or approaches that can be employed in the search 

for knowledge about politics. 

 

 

Course Assessment Marking Scheme 
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Assessment  Marks 

In class test 5 marks 

Individual assignment  5 marks 

Term paper group assignment (written) 5 marks 

Term paper presentation 5 marks 

Mid semester test 10 marks 

End of semester examination  70 marks 

Total  100% 

                      

From the table above there are four continuous assessment tasks, the four assessment tasks are 

seen as complementary opportunities for students to show the extent to which they have achieved 

the course objectives. The end of semester examination assessment will be based on examination 

marking criteria.  

Attendance: Attendance is compulsory, 70% class attendance to enable candidate seat for exams 

Test/ Assignment Submission date: The mid-semester test will be conducted in the seventh 

week of the semester. Date for in-class test, submission of assignment and group presentation 

will be discussed in class with students. 

Learning Context 

The learning content for this course will be in two parts. The first part will entail classroom lecture 

interaction with all students. Topics in the course outline will be discussed in lecture room with all 

class participants. This will run from week 1 through to week 10. Thereafter in addition to 

classroom lecture interaction, students shall be divided into groups for presentation for one week. 

While remaining one week will be for revision. 

Lecture time duration for the course per week is 2 hours. The duration of the contact will be two 

hours. During this contact, the class will be splinted into small groups after 45 minutes. This is to 

enable interaction between students and to allow slow and shy learners to participate actively. 

After the short interlude, the remaining part of the lecture will continue.   

At the beginning of the course the class will be splinted into groups.  Each group will be assigned 

a topic from the course outline. Students are expected to work, research and collaborate as a group 

in preparation for the presentation. Each group gives one presentation (approximately 10 minutes 

per group) to the class. Term papers should be typed and bound. Each group also prepares and 

submits one term paper (between 1,200 and 1,600 words in length) on a title chosen from a list of 
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topics.  The term paper must be well presented, clearly legible, and, where appropriate, include 

references. 

Each presentation will have two stages: 

• An introduction, briefly describing the real-life situation and linking it to one or more 

relevant issue in the international system 

• A treatment of the international relation issues that explores the nature of the event in the 

international system. 

 

Reading List 
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Davies, R. & Lewis, A. (1971). Modules of Political System. London: Macmillan. 

 

Deutsch, K.W. (1970). Politics and Government: How People Decide their Fate. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin Company. 

Easton, D. (1965). A Systems Analysis of Political Life. New York: Wiley. 

 

Easton, D. (1965). A Framework for Political Analysis. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 

 

Easton, D. (1971). The Political System: An Inquiry into the State of Political Science. (2nd ed.). 
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Goodwin, B. (2007). Using Political Ideas. (5th ed.). Chichester, UK: John Wiley & Sons. 
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Paki, F. & Inokoba, P. (2006). An Invitation to Political Science. Port Harcourt: Kemuela 

Publications. 

Rosenau J. (1990). Turbulence in World Politics: A Theory of Change and Continuity. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press.  

Kings, G Keohance, R.O, and verbal, S. (1994) Designing Social Inquiry Scientific Inference in 
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Salmon, G. (2002). The Tools of Government. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

White, L.G. (1994). Political Analysis: Technique and Practice. (3rd ed.). Belmont, California: 

Wadsworth Publishing Co. 

Zuckerman, A. (1991). Doing Political Science. Boulder, CO: Westview. 

 

 

COURSE CONTENTS 

1. Conception of politics 

2. Nature and development of political analysis 

Forms/ types of political analysis 

3. Normative approach  

4. Empirical approach  

5. Semantic approach 

6. Policy approach  

7. Language of inquiry in Political Science 

8. Political systems, political process and political action 

9. Political systems and the organs of government 

10. Political systems and power distribution 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

WEEK 1: Conception of politics 

i. The art of government 

ii. Pursuit of public affairs; 

iii. Politics as power 

iv. Operation of the state; 

v. Collective decision and action; 

vi. Determination and execution of public policy 

vii. Compromise and consensus; 

viii. Relations and conflicts among classes. 

 

WEEK 2: Nature and development of political analysis 

i. Nature of political analysis 

ii. Historical development of political analysis 

iii. Importance of political analysis 
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Forms of political analysis 

WEEK 3: Normative analysis 

WEEK 4: Empirical analysis 

WEEK 5: Semantic analysis 

WEEK 6: Policy analysis 

WEEK 7. Understanding necessary Concepts for Political Analysis 

 

WEEK 9: Political systems and the organs of government 

 Types of Political Systems 

 Organs of government  

  The Theory of Separation of Powers 

  The, Doctrine of Checks and Balances 

 

WEEK 10: Political systems and distribution of power   

 Unitary System of Government, 

 Federal System of Government or Federalism  

 Confederation. 

WEEK 11: Term Paper presentation  

 

WEEK 12 Revision  
 

 

 

 


