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COURSE CODE: POL 111 

COURSE TITLE: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE 

CREDIT UNIT: 3 

COURSE DURATION: 3 HOURS PER WEEK 

 

COURSE LECTURER:  Prof S.M.Omodia and Dr. H. Efanodor-Obeten 

 

 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOME: at the end of the course, students should be 

able; 

a) To demonstrate a good knowledge of the concept of politics and political 

science as a field of knowledge.  

b) To explain the relationship between political science and other discipline. 

c) To list and explain the sub-fields of political science. 

d) To explain the various approaches to the study of politics. 

e) To critically evaluate different concepts of political science. 

f) To demonstrate an understanding of the forms of government, institution and 

functions of government. 

 

COURSE DETAILS 

 

Course description: This course introduces students to the nature of politics. It 

emphasises the issues of political discourse and practice. It also introduces students to 

the language, methods and basic concepts of Politics. 

 

Course Objectives 

(i)   To introduce students to study of politics and political science. 

(ii) To highlight the major sub-fields within Political Science. 

(iii) To demonstrate how political science relates to other discipline in the 

Social Sciences. 

(iv) To unfold how political activities affects human society. 

(v)  To introduce students to the various approaches to the study of politics. 

(vi)  To explain basic concepts of political science. 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE  

Week 1:  Political Science: Definitions and Conceptualization. 

 The concept of politics. 

 What is science? 

 What is political science?  
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Week 2: The science of politics: The scientific status of the discipline. 

 The meaning of science 

 Cannons of science 

 The scientific nature of the study of politics 

 Political scientist and the use of scientific patterns 
Week 3: Relationship between Political Science and other discipline. 

The relationship between political science and; 

 History  

 Philosophy 

 Law 

 Sociology 

 Economics 
Week 4: Sub fields of Political Science. 

 Comparative Politics 

 Public Administration  

 International relations 

 Political economy 

 Political philosophy 

 Political sociology 

 Environmental politics 

Week 5 & 6: Approaches to the study of Political Science. 

 What is approach? 

 Traditional approach to the study of politics 

 Characteristics and Criticism of the traditional approach 

 Behavioural approach 

 Characteristics and main features of the Behavioural approach 

 Criticism of the Behavioural approach 
 

Week 7, 8&9: Basic concepts in Political Science such as 

 Concept of Power and Authority 

 Authority, legitimacy and influence 

 Separation of power and  sovereignty 

 State and nation  

 Constitution and constitutionalism 

 Rule of law  

 Political participation, socialization and culture 

 Political parties and pressure group 
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 Public opinion. 

 

Week 10 & 11: Element, institution and functions of government. 

 What is government 

 Functions of government 

 Organs of government 
Week 12: Forms of government.  

 Democracy 

 Dictatorship 

 Oligarchy 

 Monarchy 

 Socialism 

 Unitary system 

 

RESOURCES 

• Lecturer’s Office Hours: 

•  Prof S.M. Omodia   Thursdays 12:00-2:00 pm 

Dr. Efanodor-Obeten Harriet Mondays –Wednesdays 12:30-2:30pm.  

•CourselectureNotes:http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/oer/ppa/pol111.pdf 

• Books: 

Reading Lists  

Appadorai, A. (1986) The Substance of Politics. 10th Edition Oxford: Oxford 

University Press 

Ekiugbo, A.E and Umukoro N (2010) African Government and Politics. Nigeria: 

Mindex Publishing Co Ltd 

Ekpekurede, W and Umukoro (2010) Political Science: An Introduction. Nigeria: 

AMBIK 

Heywood, A. (2007) Politics. 3rd Edition. UK: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Ikelegbe, A. (2005) Introduction to Politics. Lagos: Imprint Services 

Johari, J. C (1987) Principles of Modern Political Science. New Delhi: Stering 

Publishers Private Limited 

Mahagan, V. D. (1988) Political theory (Principle of Political Science). New 

Delhi: Schand and Company Ltd. 
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Rodee, C. C.; Anderson T. J and Quimby, C. (1976) Introduction to Political 

Science. 3rd Edition. Mcgraw Hill higher Education 

Roskin, M. G; Cord R. L; Medeiros J. A and Jones W. S (2010) Political Science: 

An Introduction. 11th Edition. Boston; Longman Pearson 

Assignments & Grading 

 

Course Assessment Scheme 

Continuous Assessment  Marks 

In class test 5 marks 

Assignment  5 marks 

Quizzes/presentation 5 marks 

Mid semester test 15 marks 

Examination  

End of semester examination  70 marks 

Total  100% 

 

From the table above there are four continuous assessment tasks, the four assessment 

tasks are seen as complementary opportunities for students to show the extent to 

which they have achieved the course objectives. All assessment tasks have at their 

center reflection on subject issues but this reflection isdemonstrated differently in 

each.  The emphasis in the in-class and mid semester test is on demonstrating 

anunderstanding of subject issues. It is thus distinguished from the 

quizzes/presentation and the assignment task, wherestudents are required to show 

their thinking skills in the analysis of politics that may beprimarily conceptual, 

current and contending in nature. The end of semester examination assessment will 

be based on the marking guide. 

Attendance: Attendance is compulsory, 75% class attendance to enable candidate 

seat for exams 

Test/ Assignment Submission date:The mid-semester test will be conducted in the 

seventh week of the semester. Date for in-class test, submission of assignment and 

group presentation will be discussed in class with students. 
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 Students are to turn in their assignment at the time its due. 

 All assignment are due at the start of class. 

 If you will be away, turn in the homework early. 

 Late submission of assignments might not be accepted, or may be penalized 

according to the percentages given on the syllabus. 

Academic Honesty: All classwork should be done independently, unless explicitly 

stated otherwise on the assignment handout. 

Learner profile 

This is an introductory course that is designed to help learner have a firm grasp of the 

rudiments of the discipline. It is prepared for students in the first year study in 

Political science and Public Administration who gained admission into the Edo 

University Through the Unified Territary Matriculation Examination. The average 

age expected is 18 years and the class is a mixed group of male and female gender.  

Learning Context 

The learning content for this course will be in two parts. The first part will entail 

classroom lecture interaction with all students. Topics in the course outline will be 

discussed in lecture room with all class participants. This will run from week one 

through to week eleven. Thereafter the remaining one week will be for revision. The 

revision week will entail discussion on course content as well as  treatment of  

political issues that explores the nature of the political event and responses to them, 

and shows how these relate to the chosen situation. 

Classroom Teaching and Learning Strategies: 

POL 111  

Week  1 PowerPoint presentation, Video clip, discussion in class and assigning of 

students into presentation groups. 

Week  2 PowerPoint presentation and discussion in class on lesson learnt from the 

video clip. 

Week  3 PowerPoint presentation and discussion in class on lesson learnt from the 

video clip. 

Week  4 PowerPoint presentation/ discussion in class 

Week  5 PowerPoint presentation/ discussion in class 

Week  6 PowerPoint presentation/ discussion in class 
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Week  7 PowerPoint presentation, Video clip and discussion in class on lesson 

learnt from the video clip. 

Week  8 PowerPoint presentation, Video and discussion in class on lesson learnt 

from the video clip. 

Week 9-

11 

PowerPoint presentation, discussions and Q&A. 

Week 12 Revision  

 

PREAMBLE: 

This is an introductory course that is designed to help learner have a firm grasp of the 

rudiments of the discipline.Political science is a discipline in the social sciences 

which studies governments, institutions, politics, ideas and political behaviour. 

Politics has been understood differently by thinkers and within different traditions. 

Thus politics is defined in different ways as; the exercise of power, the making of 

collective decision, the authoritative allocation of scare resources, who get what when 

and how amongst others. 

The study of politics is generally regarded as science because political scientist 

employs scientific procedures in their analysis in order to explain and predict social 

realities.Political phenomenon can be observed, verified and quantified with a view to 

generating laws that can be used to explain or study political issues or situations. 

Relationship exist between political science and other discipline because in its inquiry 

political science uses methods, models, theories and selects facts from other 

discipline such as History, Law, Sociology, Economics amongst others. 

Political science is a broad discipline with many subfields.These subfields are; 

 Political theory or philosophy 

 Comparative  politics 

 International relations 

 Political economy 

 Political sociology 

 Public administration 

 Environmental politics  
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A variety of approaches have been adopted to the study of politics. Approach means 

different ways from which the study of social and political phenomena may be 

examined.Political scientists have adopted several approaches to the study of 

politics.In the study of politics we have two major approaches. These are the 

traditional and behavioural approaches. 

There are basic concepts in political science. Concepts are constructions recognised 

as essential to knowledge which help to explain a piece of reality.Related concepts in 

political science are government, state, nation, sovereignty, legitimacy, power, 

influence, authority, democracy, power, political participation, political system 

etc.Concept such as power and authority, influence and legitimacy, nation and state 

are interrelated and has been subject to misinterpretation.  

Government as concept can be seen from three different perspectives; 

• As an institution of the state 

• As a process of governance 

• As an academic field of study 

The following are some form of government practiced in different countries of the 

world; unitary government, Federal government, confederal government, presidential 

system of government, parliamentary system of government and Monarchical 

government. 
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