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Introduction 

Large scale land deals is a developmental paradigm that explains the liberalisation, 

privatisation and deregulation of land and natural resources.  Large scale land deals 

as a development paradigm is recommended within the context of globalisation. 

Hence, promoters of globalisation argue that land deals and investment is a tool for 

poverty reduction and promotes sustainable agricultural and rural development.   

Statement of the problem 

The assumption in support of large scale land deals as a developmental paradigm 

generalises the profoundly diverse positive impact while ignoring the plethora of 

circumstances, culture, nature and situations of the different countries, regions and 

segments of rural societies the world over. Despite the unique position occupied by 

rural women in terms of their participations, numerical strength and contributions to 

the rural economy, their plights are often insufficiently addressed by national 

development strategies and western development paradigm. 

Objective of the study 

The paper thus examines the theoretical assumption and made comparison with 

empirical evidence from case studies of large scale land deals and its impact on rural 

women in Nigeria. 
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Review of literature 

Few case studies and a few larger empirical studies such as Mutopo and Chiweshe 

2014; Behrman et al. 2011; Amanor 2012;  Kachika 2010; Dzodzi and Golah 2010  

addressed  gender dimension of land deals.  Their studies present evidence using 

several recent case studies on the impact of large scale deals on women. However, 

most of these case studies did not address the issue of rural women in Nigeria.  Given 

that rural women and the region they live in are not homogeneous, it is crucial to 

examine the impact of large scale land deal on rural women in Nigeria. 

Research method 

The study was carried out through a descriptive qualitative survey design. The 

purposive sampling technique was used to select  Delta and Kwara state. Six 

communities were selected by purposive sampling according to areas where 

significant large scale land deals had occurred. A sample size of 30 women was 

selected using chain referral method, 18 women were interviewed while two Focus 

Group Discussions was held comprising of 6 women each.  Using the Interpretative 

Phenomenological Analysis (IPA) all interviews were transcribed and descriptively 

analysed.  

Findings 

Findings from the fieldwork can be summarised as follows; first, traditional 

customary land tenure use rights formerly enjoyed by rural women on land allocated 

to them is being eroded by large scale land deals. Second, large scale land deals have 

been accompanied by concentration of land in favour of men and those who assert 

ownership such as family heads and community leaders at the expense of women 

who have no access and use rights.  Third, employment opportunities from large 

scale land deals for rural women are often few and temporary, as such; it comes with 

uncertainty about income generation for sustainable livelihood. Fourth, contract 

farming is often mediated through existing power relations of household controlled 

by a male household head as such women benefit less than men from contract 

farming.  

Conclusion 
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Despite the argument in favour of large scale land deals with features of 

employment, opportunities for contract farming as well as income from paid 

compensation, prevailing development paradigm framework are skewed against 

rural women. Evidence from the lived realities of rural women in the communities 

studied showed that women bear the disproportionate share of negative impact of 

large scale land deals. Instead of generating sustainable benefits, large scale land 

deals contribute to further loss of land and resources and left rural women who have 

limited access to these resources worse off. 

Recommendation 

The study advocates that the Nigerian government should develop an inclusive 

policy model based on affirmative mechanism that would provide incentives that 

favour large scale land deal, at the same time conditionality should be attached for 

women in rural areas, to have some measures of control over land resources. 
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