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         EDO UNIVERSITY IYAMHO      

                         Department of Political Science and Public Administration      
                         POL 414: NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY 

 
Instructor: Dr. Efanodor-Obeten Harriet, email: efanodor.harriet@edouniversity.edu.ng 

Lectures: Monday 4-5pm, wednesday8am – 10am, LC 7, phone: (+234) 8039430181 

Office hours: Tuesday, 12.00 to 2 pm, Office: 1st floor Administrative Building Rm 17. 
 

Course Aim: The course focuses on the study of dominant trends in Nigeria foreign policy since 

independence, showing both the domestic setting and the international environment; issues 

during civilian and military regimes; the effects of the civil war on Nigeria’s foreign policy; the 

changing pattern of Nigeria’s non-aligned policy; problems of foreign policy making since 1976 

and Nigeria’s pan-African role; Nigeria’s relative economic status and commitments as a 

regional power in Africa, and problems of relating with immediate neighbors. 

 

Learner profile 

This is course designed for fourth year (400 level) students in the department of Political science 

and Public Administration who had completed three academic session in Edo University. 

 

Expected Outcome 

On completion of this course students should be able to: 

 Explain the origin, growth, development and determinants of Nigeria Foreign policy. 

 Identify and explain the institutions that are involved in the formulation and 

implementation of Nigeria foreign policy. 

 Evaluate Nigeria’s foreign policy under Balewa 1960-1965 

 Examine the golden age of Nigeria’s foreign policy under Gowon 1966-1975 

 Discuss Nigeria’s foreign policy under the Second Republic 1979-1983 

 Nigeria’s foreign policy under Babagnida 1985-1993 

 Abacha’s foreign policy 1993-1997 

 Nigeria’s foreign policy in the Fourth Republic 

  

Course Assessment Marking Scheme 

Assessment  Marks 

In class test 5 marks 

Individual assignment  5 marks 

Term paper group assignment (written) 5 marks 

Term paper presentation 5 marks 

Mid semester test 10 marks 

End of semester examination  70 marks 
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Total  100% 

                               

From the table above there are four continuous assessment tasks, the four assessment tasks are 

seen as complementary opportunities for students to show the extent to which they have achieved 

the course objectives. The end of semester examination assessment will be based on the criteria 

below 

 

Attendance: Attendance is compulsory, 75% class attendance to enable candidate seat for exams 

Test/ Assignment Submission date: The mid-semester test will be conducted in the seventh 

week of the semester. Date for in-class test, submission of assignment and group presentation 

will be discussed in class with students.  
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LECTURE ONE 

TOPIC: Introduction to Nigerian Foreign Policy? 

Topic Outline 

1. Meaning of policy 

2. Overview of the concept of foreign policy 

3. Determinants of Nigeria’s foreign policy 

4. Concentric circles in Nigeria’s foreign policy  

Expected outcome 

At the end of the topic, students should be able to; 

1. Explain the meaning of foreign policy 

2. Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the concept of foreign policy 

3. Evaluate the use of concentric circles in Nigeria’s foreign policy. 

Introduction  

The international system is made up of independent states where no nation is an island. States 

interact with each other, the essence of this interaction is to be able to derive from others states, 

those things that they need, which they need which they cannot produce and also dispose of 

those things they have in abundance (Obi 2006:2). Also by interaction, nations are able to 

maintain friendly relations with others. As a result of the above, in relating with each other, 

states usually put together set of ideas, objective or plan to be achieved and a dynamic process of 

achieving the set of goals. This is what is referred to as foreign policy. Foreign policy is a global 

concept and there is virtually no state without foreign policy. 

Meaning of policy 

The concept according to Cambridge dictionary (2016) can be described as a set of ides or a plan 

of what to do in a particular situation that has been agreed to officially by a group of people or 

government.  Policy can be said to be a set of principles, rules and guidelines formulated or 

adopted by an organization or nation state to reach its long term goals. States in the international 

system have two major types of policy, policies that are domestic and foreign in nature. Those 

designated domestic regulate, shape, direct and govern relations among citizens, groups of 

citizens and national institutions. While those designated foreign, regulate, shape, direct and 

govern a state relations with others in the international system. 
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Overview of the Concept of Foreign Policy 

Like other concept in international relations, universal acceptability still eludes the definition of 

foreign policy. Thus there are several definitions of foreign policy and these definitions reflects 

subject areas or disciplines. However, we can look at foreign policy from two perspectives, from 

the functional perspectives and from a broader sociological perspectives. 

Modelki, is the proponent of the functional perspectives. The functional perspectives focus on 

major and overall purpose of the actions that constitute foreign policy. Hence the functional 

perspectives sees foreign policy as a process whereby a state adjust its actions to those of other 

states so as to minimize adverse actions and maximize a favourably actions of foreign state.  

The sociological perspective explains foreign policy ass combination of aims and interest pursed 

and defended by a given state and its ruling class in its relation with others. It focuses on the 

method and means use by it for the achievement and defence of these purposes and interest. One 

of the proponent of the above view is I.D Levin. When one talk about means and method, it 

could mean peaceful official reaction and other means which can go with sanction or force.  

Major components of foreign policy 

1. Basic principle guiding the state 

2. The goals to achieve 

3. The available means for the pursuit  

 

Determinants of Nigerian foreign policy 

From 1960, the objectives of Nigeria’s foreign policy has been anchored on the promotion of 

the national interest of the federation and its citizens. However, five main principles have 

shaped and guided Nigeria’s foreign policy to date.  

1. A commitment to a policy of non-alignment in international relations 

2. Adherence to the concept of equality of all states 

3. Idea of non-interference in the internal or domestic affair of other states 

4. Strong commitment to multileateral diplomacy such as commitment to international 

organization 
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5. Commitment to the principles of pan Africanism to promote the unity of African 

countries, decolonization including the political, economic, social and cultural freedom of 

Africans and all black people around the world. 

However, certain basic combination of factors influence a nation’s foreign policy. Internal and 

external consideration are the basic element that influence a nation’s foreign policy. These two 

dimensional forces internal and external factors have had influence in the course of Nigeria’s 

foreign policy making and implementation since 1960. The factors that have impacted, 

influenced or shaped Nigeria’s foreign policy choices since independence are 

1. National interest 

2. Cultural influence 

3. Political structure of the state 

4. Structure of the economy 

5. Location of the country 

6. Personal idiosyncrasy of the political leadership 

7. Military factor 

8. Demographic factor 

9. Domestic political situation  

10. External influence such as international organization   


