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Abstract 

Ethnic militia groups in Nigeria, no doubt constitute one of the major threats to democratic 

consolidation in Africa’s most populous nation-state. The exit of military from politics in 1999 

and the return of multiparty democracy opened up the Pandora for the proliferation of ethnic 

based violent armed militias in different parts of the country. The activities of militias in 

contemporary North Central Nigeria have become a source of worry to government and the 

public alike as the activities of militias in this region had led to unwarranted human deaths, 

destruction of property, insecurity, poverty, hunger, population displacement (domestic refugees) 

and generally chaos and anarchy which are all anathema to democracy. Thus, this paper 

examines the rise and development of Ombatse ethnic militias in North Central Nigeria and its 

implications for democratic consolidation. The paper surmises that the emergence of this militia 

dates to the colonial era, however, they became more pronounced following the return to civil 

rule and the sudden militarization and politicization of ethnic groups by the ruling elites coupled 

with the endemic manifestation of bad governance in contemporary North Central Nigeria. Using 

the frustration aggression theory intertwined with primary and secondary sources of data, this 

study also recommends ways for managing ethnic militias germane for democratic consolidation. 
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Introduction  

Ethnic militias in Africa and Nigeria in particular, have contemporarily, unfortunately, come to 

occupy center-stage in national discourse especially since the 1990s. This is because of the 

staggering proportions of their activities on the nation’s development and democratization 

process. (Ahmadu, 2003, Ann, 2010)  Besides, since Nigeria’s return to civil rule in 1999, ethnic 

militias have been posing major threats to democracy and good governance. They have grown in 

power and size, almost beyond state control. The activities of militia groups have resulted in 

inter ethnic conflicts which have exerted a huge toll on the security and development of the 

country and states in particular(Terso & Pawa, 2015). In fact, human insecurity has been a major 
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casualty in terms of massive internal displacement, disruption of livelihood, violation of human 

rights, heightened criminality, loss of lives and humanitarian crises. (Ikelegbe, 2010)  

In Nasarawa state, North Central Nigeria, Ombatse militia is one of the militia groups that has 

stagnated the pursuit of good governance germane for Nigeria’s democratic consolidation. 

Rooted in socio-cultural revivalism of the Eggon,  Ombatse militias gained global attention in 

2013, when over eighty government security operatives who were on their lawful assignment 

were hacked to death by members of this militia group while tens of thousands of people were 

displaced and several properties destroyed(Government View, 2014:4). Since then, this militia 

group has been involved in series of other conflicts within Nasarawa and to date; it is unknown 

what this group is really agitating for and how feasible its agitations are. Can democracy be 

adequately consolidated with the increasing activities of this group? Who are the major sponsors 

of Ombatse and how can the state overcome the nefarious challenges posed by Ombatse militia?  

This paper is divided into four sections, with section one as the introduction, section two 

examines some conceptual and theoretical issues while section three focuses briefly on the study 

area and history of Ombatse and in Nasarawa State. The last section examines the implications of 

ethnic militias in North Central Nigeria for Democratic consolidation and adduces feasible 

recommendations for curbing the menace of militias and then conclusion  

Conceptual Framework 

For a proper understanding of some certain key terms used in this paper, there is the need to 

clarify them and situate their meanings within the context of this paper. Some these terms 

include; Ethnic Militias, Democracy, Democratic Consolidation.  

 Ethnic Militia as a social science phrase is not amenable to a straight-jacket definition. It has a 

multiplicity of meanings depending on the context in which it is used. However, an attempt has 

been made to establish its meaning within the context of this essay. Ahmadu Sessay, avers that 

ethnic militias compose of  irregular or paramilitary groups usually consisting of civilians who 

might have received some form of informal military training and are armed with dangerous 

weapons which may be heavy, small, light or chemical weapons.(Ahmadu,2003) 

A militia is an armed force of ordinary persons, engaged in combat or fighting or resort to 

violence to attain certain objectives.(Dahida,2014) It is a privately organized group of armed 
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persons largely an informally organized force whose structures, hierarchies, commands, 

procedures, and processes is usually not fixed and rigid and usually mobilized voluntarily on the 

basis of some common identity, challenges or given concerned and threats. From an African 

perspective, contemporary ethnic militias compose of small and mobile bands, usually youths, 

who are voluntarily and selectively recruited, poorly trained and moderately armed and 

organized to respond to immediate challenges that may be national, regional, sectional, ethnic, 

religious, and communal and that may relate to issues of power, resource control, self 

determination, freedom, insurgency or counter insurgency.(Vaaseh,2010b)  

Vaaseh, further, conceptualizes an ethnic militia as an amalgam or organization of trained 

citizens, enlisted or conscripted, who are mobilized in periods of emergency. It can also be 

described as a group of people who are not professional soldiers but who have a form of military 

training  and can act as army. He further avers that ethnic militias are primarily groups 

established with the main purpose of promoting the parochial interests of their ethnic groups, and 

whose activities sometimes involve the use of violence. In fact, ethnic militias are usually trained 

in diverse traditional and modern military skills and operate mostly in groups. Their objectives 

are not that of seizing political power but mainly to draw the attention of government to their 

demands, which most often are anchored upon the cry of marginalization, injustice, state neglect 

among others.   It is also seen as a militant organization, established mostly illegally to protect 

and project the interest of a particular nationality within the Nigerian federation. (Vaaseh, 2010a) 

Democracy is buzz word that lacks a generally acceptable definition globally. This even partly, 

explains why some autocratic regimes have branded themselves to be democratic.  Democracy is 

in fact, the most promiscuous word in world affairs and public discourse. According to a former 

American president, Abraham Lincoln, democracy is defined as the government of the people, 

by the people and for the people. Democracy is about the sovereignty of the people, effective 

representation of the people, accountability, and rule of law, free and fair periodic elections, and 

provisions of basic infrastructure, social security, and transparency in management of common 

wealth. 

Democracy is a form of government by means of which citizens, through free and open 

institutional arrangements are empowered to choose and remove leaders in a competitive 

struggle for peoples’ votes. (Fadakinte: 2013) Lukham sees democracy as a representative 
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system of governance founded on three mutually interdependent principles; namely government 

by consent and political participation, political equality, universal citizens and human rights. 

Liberal democracy requires more than simple periodic elections . It also means the existence of 

rule of law, individual freedoms, constitutional checks and balances, proper transparency and 

accountability and control of the armed forces(Lukham 2009:2). Democracy is a form of 

government by means of which citizens, through free and open institutional arrangements, are 

empowered to constitutionally choose and remove leaders in a competitive struggle for peoples’ 

vote (Fadakinte: 2013:6)  Joshua observes that democracy connotes the acceptance of the 

people’s will as supreme in governance of public affairs. Democracy also means governments 

established by and with the consent of the people, almost always by the constitution; leaders are 

chosen by the people in free and fair elections; the government and its leaders obey the will of 

the majority of those who elected them to make laws(Joshua 2013: 23) 

Diamond avers that Liberal Democracy is a representative kind of governance in which qualified 

adult members of a given society elect their representatives through a periodic free and fair 

election.  Democracy has recently become one of the fastest growing forms of government 

because of its ineluctable drive towards human freedom.  It entrenches unlimited freedom and 

rule of law. Ideally, as a result of this, civil society is a symbol of true democracy (Diamond 

1999). Thus, democracy is seen as a people-oriented representative form of government in which 

eligible voters elect their representatives in a periodic free, fair and credible election.  

Democracy is about respect for legal entitlements; respect for the right to free expression, the 

right to associate freely and hold public discussions, and the right to organize political 

movements or protests.  In fact, it advocates the unfettered delivery of the dividends of 

democracy to the people, advancement of social services, security and unhindered promotion of 

common good and happiness for the highest number. 

Democratic consolidation is a concept used to denote all the strategies and collective civil 

activities that contribute to the sustenance, strengthening of democracy in a given society. It is 

about making democracy work and sustained especially in a hitherto undemocratic state. 

Democracy is consolidated when a reversal to authoritarianism is impossible. For some, 

democracy is consolidated when it is made stable, vibrant, efficient and accountable. At any rate, 

it is a complex process and the factors contributing to democratic consolidation include structural 
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and cultural dimensions. Consolidating democracy means first, among other things, that elites, 

opinion leaders, electorates, groups and civil society groups are committed to promoting ideals 

and upholding the basic fundamentals of democracy germane for good governance.  

Besides, at the level of the mass public, democracy is consolidated when a majority of the people 

believe that democracy is the best form of government and is suitable for that particular time. In 

emerging democracies, this belief is not firmly entrenched in the public mind. As a result, some 

groups are often encouraged and manipulated into using violence or other nondemocratic 

methods in fighting for their cause. 

 In addition, the commitment to democracy by organizations and groups is also essential for 

consolidating democracy. Political parties, social movements, civil society organizations, interest 

groups, and other social organizations can play an important role in strengthening and deepening 

democracy. They can serve as a mechanism for political participation and mobilization, 

disseminating democratic principles and norms. 

A Theoretical Framework of Analysis 

Frustration-Aggression Theory: the Frustration-Aggression theory was propounded by Sigmund  

and Dupe postulates that aggression arises as a result of frustration. When families, individuals 

and communities are troubled or enmeshed with excessive poverty, injustice, lack of good 

livelihood opportunities, discrimination, marginalization, lack of education and other basic 

necessities of life, they tend to get frustrated. This spirit of frustration often creates militant 

consciousness among the people, especially able-bodied youth.  

 Lending credence to the views of Sigmund Freud and Dollard Dupe, Ademola notes that:  

The main explanation of the Frustration-Aggression theory provides that aggression is 

not just undertaken as a natural reaction or instinct as realists and biological theorists 

assume but that it is the outcome of frustration and in a situation where the legitimate 

desires of an individual is denied either  directly or by the indirect consequence of the 

way the society is structured, the feeling of disappointment may lead such a person to 

express his anger through violence that will be directed at those he holds responsible, or 

people who are directly or indirectly related to them (Ademola,2006) 

In contemporary Nigeria, most, if not all of the existing ethnic militia groups are made of a large 

percentage of uneducated and unemployed people who express frustration by the existing 
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unbalanced structure of governance in the Nigerian federation. For instance, the Odua Peoples’ 

Congress (OPC) in the Yoruba dominated western part of the country was formed as a separatist 

reactionary group to express the frustration of the Yoruba people following the unfortunate 

annulment of the June 12, 1993 presidential election that was alleged to have been won by a 

Yoruba man, MKO Abiola. Since the formation of OPC, it had always used violent means in 

pursuit of objectives. In fact, this same reason among others have equally been given by other 

ethnic militia groups like the Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of 

Biafra,(MASSOB) Movement For the Emancipation of Niger Delta(MEND) Niger Delta 

Volunteer Force (NDVF) Egbesu Boys, Bakkassi Boys, among others(Vaaseh, 2010a, 

Dafidal,2014) 

Functionalist Theory: The functionalist doctrine holds that societies or social systems have needs 

that we can use to explain institutions and practices in terms of the functions they perform for the 

survival of the whole. The Functionalist explanation is prevalent in all traditions in Social 

Science. The functionalist theory according to  Gboode was proposed by Comte and later 

developed by  Parsons and Durkheirn .The major assumption of the functionalist theory holds 

that the society is made up different interacting independent parts.(Ademola,2006) Each of these 

parts or sub-units has a function in maintaining peace and progress and security of the society as 

a whole. The theory also states that the human society as a social system has a need for stability 

and a need to keep all its constituents parts working together. (Parsons, 1951)  

 Functionalism theory views societies as been made up of component parts whose interactions 

contribute to the maintenance of whole, and focus on the problems of order specifying forces that 

bring cohesion, integration and equilibrium to society. The origins of modern functionalism can 

be traced to Comte, who maintained that all of the institutions beliefs, and morals of a society are 

interrelate as a whole and so the method of explaining the existence of any one item is to 

discover the laws which govern the coexistence of all phenomena.  Functionalists, particularly 

Talcott Parson (1902-1979) hold the view that there is a central value system in every society 

and stresses the importance of political socialization which teaches appropriate normative 

expeditions and regulates the potential conflicts which is inherent in situations of scarce 

resources.(Parson,1951) 
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Also, functionalists see human societies as stratified. The assumption of the theory is that 

function is a consequence, which adds to the stability of the system. A dysfunction is a 

consequence, which takes away stability from the system of social stratification, thus, there are 

certain institutions, among them include the family, the political system, economy, military 

which hold the peaceful functioning of the society. 

Geographical Survey of the Study Area 

North Central Nigeria is a very vast geographical entity incorporating more than a hundred and 

twenty diverse socio-cultural ethnic groups speaking different dialects, religion and culture. As a 

result of this, it is often described as a melting pot. It comprises the following states; Kogi, 

Nasarawa, Benue, Taraba, Bauchi, Plateau, and Southern Kaduna. Some of the ethnic groups 

within this region are; Jukun, Igala, Tiv, Idoma, Awe, Migili, Koro, Kuteb, Chamba, Nupe, 

Hausa and Fulani among other minor ethnic principalities. Major economic activities of the 

people of the people of North Central Nigeria range from agriculture, weaving, pottery, salt 

production, and others(Okoli and Atehe 2014).  

Nasarawa State in particular, is one of the thirty six states of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. It 

is located in the North Central geo-political zone with its state capital at Lafia. Nasarawa State 

was created by the late military head of state, Major General Sani Abacha on the 1st of October, 

1996. It is divided into three Senatorial districts of South, North, and West. The State is bordered 

on the West by the Federal Capital Territory, on the North by Kaduna, on the South by Benue 

and Kogi, and on the East by Plateau and Taraba States. It has an estimated population of about 2 

million populations. (Okoli & Atelhe, 2014).   

The major economic activity of the people is basically agriculture, cash crops production as well 

as livestock production and plantation farming. However, other indigenous technological skills 

like wood carving, salt production and weaving also exist. The state has 13 (Thirteen) Local 

Government Areas, namely; Akwanga, Awe, Doma, Karu, Kean a, Keffi, Kokona, Lafia, 

Nasarawa, Nasarawa Egon, Obi, Toto, Wamba (Okoli & Atelhe, 2014).   

 Major ethnic groups are Eggon, Alago, Kanuri, Gwandara, Kambari, Wamba, Migili, Hausa-

Fulani, Tiv, Agatu, among others.  Many indigenous languages are spoken. These include; 
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Eggon, Tiv, Made, Ake, Goamai, Wampa, Gwandara, Toro, Mizzan, Basa,Gbayggi, Agatu and 

others spread across the various Local Government.(Okoli & Atehe, 2014)  It is also, a home to 

the Ombatse ethnic militia which this study intends to closely examine. 

Rise and Development of Ombatse Ethnic Militia in North Central Nigeria  

The history of Ombatse is rather difficult to precisely establish due to paucity of literature and 

the secret nature of its members. (Agidi, 2015) However, attempt is made to examine the existing 

perspectives from oral accounts on its origin. Ombatse origin among the Eggon dates back to the 

pre-colonial era following the revelation received by an Eggon man in a dream on how to control 

the social problems of witchcraft, adultery, stealing, diseases and strange deaths that once 

threatened the corporate   existence and well being of the Eggon ethnic group in Nasarawa 

state.(Dalfida,2014, Agidi, 2015) Oral traditions hold that it was through this dream that an 

Eggon man received instructions on how and what should be done to rescue the Eggon from the 

aforementioned challenges. Two primary revelations in the dream that have shaped the contour 

of this militia in recent times were that the shrine Azhil should be immediately appeased and 

properly venerated and worshipped by the people. The second issue was that all male Eggon of 

above eighteen years should urgently declare their allegiance to the shrine and be ready to, at all 

times, secure Eggon land. The word Ombatse means “the time has come” or “it is time” it 

was therefore as a result of this that Ombatse emerged and has grown over the years. 

.(Dalfida,2014, Agidi, 2015) 

 Agidi, further surmises that as a result of modernization which accompanied European contact 

with Eggon culture and society, the natives and new converts to Christianity began to act and 

behave in strange manners that threatened the survival of indigenous values. Consequent upon 

this, there were high incidences and reports of adultery, fornication, stealing, witchcraft, murder, 

and disrespect for elders and constituted authority, and moral decadence in Eggon land and this 

led to the formation of Ombatse militia to curtail these societal problems.  During this epoch, 

their activities were however very peaceful and aimed at promoting Eggon social and cultural 

values. Members provided security and engaged in the maintenance of law and order throughout 

Eggon land. Through voluntary donations and fines of offenders, Ombatse members were able to 

generate needed money that kept the association moving.  
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With the granting of independence to Nigeria in 1960 and subsequent military interventions in 

the nation’s politics, Ombatse grew in leaps and bounds. The military disregard for rule of law, 

use of brute force and the sudden collapse of the nation’s economy in the 1980s following the 

introduction of the Structural Adjustment Program (SAP) helped to intensify ethnic agitations 

and militarization. It became a powerful forceful for championing and aggregating the needs and 

aspirations of the Eggon. The leaders of Ombatse became focal points in political power 

distributions within the state. With the return of democracy in Nigeria on the 29th of May, 1999 

Ombatse and other ethnic militia groups regained major positions in the nation’s political and 

socio-economic landscape. Their members banking on their large membership, possession of 

supernatural power and instrument of intimidation and violence began to contest for elective 

political positions and other political appointments. Fortunately, many Ombatse supporters had 

occupied and still occupy sensitive positions in the state such as Local Government Chairmen, 

Chairmen and Secretary to state corporations among others . (Musa, 2015)  

However, between 1999 and 2003, there were increases in ethno religious politics across Nigeria 

including Nasarawa which greatly helped in the metamorphosis of Ombatse from a small socio-

cultural association to a violent ethnic militia group. Some powerful Eggon and non Eggon 

politicians in the bid to capture political power began to show solidarity with Ombatse. Many 

became major financiers of the Ombatse (Danladi and Hembe, 2015: 5, Government View 

2014). Oral accounts showed that some prominent Ombatse coordinators at different 

communities were offered political appointments by the political big wigs between 2003 and 

2007.  The 2007 general elections in Nigeria, including Nasarawa state was generally marred 

with irregularities. In Eggon Land, the Ombatse became a rallying point for the mobilization of 

violent soaked political supports.  Ombatse foot soldiers were alleged to have been involved in 

snatching of ballot boxes and papers, and intimidation of perceived opposition party members. In 

order to win the supports of Ombatse members, politicians apart from showing allegiance to the 

group, also made cash donations and gifts to the group leaders. These gifts are usually offered 

during electioneering campaigns to garner supports of the leaders and members as 

well(Government View 2014).   

Following the outstanding negative performance of Ombatse in the 2007 elections, more 

politicians began to seek further links with the group toward the 2011 elections. With the support 
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of Senator Solomon Ewuga and other top politicians who publicly supported the group, 

Ombatse’s activities began to expand in leaps and bound. It became a rallying point for Eggon 

Micro nationalism(Government View, 2014a, Government View 2014b). 

 Thus, politicians within and outside Eggon land, who needed the votes of the majority of Eggon, 

inevitably, needed to seek the support of Ombatse members within the state. For instance, prior 

to the 2011 general election, Senator Solomon Ewuga and Alhaji  Tanko Al-Makura were 

reported to have visited the Chief Priest of Ombatse, Baba Alakyo in the bid to seek political 

support from his members. Alhaji Al-Mukra, a governorship aspirant, then was believed to have 

made huge financial donations to Ombatse and promised to protect and promote the interest of 

Ombatse if elected into office(Okoli 2014: 82. Danladi and Hembe, 2015).  

Although Al-Makura won the 2011 election, it was reported that he reneged on some of the 

promises he made to the group. This angered the leaders of Ombatse and their members who 

turned violent and vowed to work against the governor’s re-election in 2015. There are 

allegations that it was in the bid to curtail the powers of Ombatse militia that the state 

government carried out series of attacks against Ombatse through the use State Security agents 

including the police. It was in one of these confrontations between Ombatse and government 

Security personnel that over seventy four (74) Federal Government of Nigerian security  agents 

including members of the Nigerian Police Force(NPF) and the Department of State 

Security(DSS) were ambushed and killed. Since this unfortunate episode, Ombatse has continued 

to wreck havoc to the state in various ways (Government View 2014a).  

In fact, since the return of democratic rule in early twenty first century, Ombatse has been 

involved in Eggon nationalism. Violent acts against perceived marginalization and injustice 

particularly with regards to the creation of more traditional chiefdoms and equity in distribution 

of developmental projects across the Eggon land. Some of their grievances range from 

reclaiming total ownership of Agyaragu from the Koro, relocation of Jenkwe Development area 

council headquarters from Agyaragu to Duduguru and the redrawing of the boundary between 

Obi and Lafia Local Government Area. Agyaragu became a subject of dispute between Eggon 

and Koro in1980 when the then civilian governor of Plateau state late chief Solomon Lar(1979-

1983) created a new traditional institution known as Zhemigili for the people(Danladi and 

Hembe 2015). The first Zhemigili was Late Paul Azigi Abaka who ruled between 1980-1984 and 
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was succeeded by the present Dr Audu Ayuba(1998-till date) both of them  Koro. Although, 

since its creation it has risen from a fourth class status to first, the Eggon within Agyaragu have 

refused to recognize the suzerainty of this chiefdom over them. Consequently,  Eggon 

residences in Angwa Agyaragu particularly in Angwa Yakubu and Kyada villages have remained 

under the control of the Old Lafia Emirate council declaring that they will never accept to be 

under Hausa Muslim chiefdom. As a result of this unsavoury situation, the palace of Zhemigili 

was burnt down twice in violent confrontations between Ombatse members and Koro in 1996 

and 2012. (Government Views and Report, 2014a) 

Ethnic Militias in North Central Nigeria: Implications for democratic consolidation 

Ethnic militias in Africa pose major challenges to democratic consolidation in divers ways.These 

range from the creation and consolidation of insecurity and urban violence which are antithetical 

to democratic ethos,  destruction of state assets and infrastructural facilities, population 

displacement and refugee crises, challenges to sustainable development, poverty and human 

misery, violation of human rights, disruption of electoral and judicial processes and general 

disregard for the rule of law(Tersoo and Pawa 2015:146). 

 Militia groups in North Central Nigeria particularly the Ombatse since the return of democracy 

in the fourth republic have wrecked havoc in Nasarawa State through the incessant unwarranted 

destruction of lives and properties across different communities.  In the 2013, Ombatse carried 

out the most heinous crimes in Nasarawa(Danladi & Hembe 2015).The activities of Ombatse 

have greatly engendered a high proportion of underdevelopment characterized by economic and 

industrial backwardness in different communities within the state. The table below shows and 

confirms Dahida’s assertion that most ethnic militias in Nigeria have done more harm than good 

to the corporate existence of Nigeria and the attainment of socio-economic development and in 

the area of colossal loss in human and material resources, moral decadence, hooliganism, 

impunity and politics of bitterness. The table shows the staggering proportions of assets damaged 

in various communities in Nasarawa state as a result of the activities of Ombatse. 

 

Table 1: Summary of Assets and Property Damaged/ Destroyed and Naira Value 

According to Community. 
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S/No                Community Total Value (N) 

1. Aforami, Kokona Local Government Area. 30,612,000.00 

2. Akure (Bassa District), Kokona LGA 26,125,500.00 

3. Akuya, Lafia LGA 9,672,000.00 

4. Angowolo 13,876,000.00 

5. Angri Kanya (B), Kokona LGA 28,838,000.00 

6. Angri Kanya (C), Kokona LGA 14,926,000.00 

7 Angeri Yusuf, Kokona LGA 53,112,000.00 

8 Angwan Dariya, Kokona LGA 12,090,000.00 

9 Angwan Haske (Sabon Layi) Kokona LGA 5,600,000.00 

10 Angwan Kupul, Lafia LGA 6,051,000.00 

11 Angwan Kwano, Kokona LGA 6,910,000.00 

12 Angwan Takura, Kokona LGA 16,204,000.00 

13 Angwan Woje Audu (A) 81,136,400.00 

14 Assakio, Lafia LGA 936,988,696.00 

15 Barkin Abdullahi (B.A.D) 139,138,500.00 

16 Bassa, Kokona LGA 146,005,900.00 

17 Burum-Burum, Doma LGA 19829,000.00 

18 Dankan Sarki, Lafia LGA 440,000.00 

19 Iggah, N/Eggon LGA 73,005,999.00 

20 Jigawa Baba, Kokona LGA 11,640,000.00 

21 Jigawa Nabe, Kokona LGA 4,120,000.00 

22 Jigawa Rabo, Kokona LGA 9,020,000.00 

23 Jigawa Yakubu, Kokona LGA 6,630,000.00 

24 Katako, Kokona LGA 5,040,000.00 

25 Kurmin Kura, Kokona LGA 19,410,000.00 

26 Kwadare, Lafia LGA 56,849,500.00 

27 Maikyashi, Kokona LGA 17,000,000.00 

28 Obi, Obi LGA 192,571,650.00 

29 Odobu, Obi LGA 26,237,000.00 
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30 Ruwan Doma Asaba, Kokona LGA 12,207,000.00 

31 Ruwan Doma Gabas, Kokona LGA 44,686,000.00 

32 Ruwan Doma Wasku, Kokona LGA 28,469,500.00 

33 Sakwato, Kokona LGA 87,249,400.00 

34 Taba Gindi, Kokona LGA 20,347,000.00 

35 Tashini Mada, Kokona LGA 2,790,000.00 

36 Tashini Tiv, Kokona LGA 11,105,000.00 

37 Uke, Kokona LGA 15,187,000.00 

38 Yelwa Bassa, Kokona LGA 81,377,000.00 

39 Yelwata, Kokona LGA 17,811,000.00 

40 Nigeria Police, Nasarawa State Command 11,278,430.00 

 Total(Naira Value) N 2,301,586,475.00 

                                                                     

Source: Government of Nasarawa State Judicial Panel of Inquiry Reports March, 2014a. 

 Ombatse has been greatly involved in contemporary inter-communal violence in Nasarawa state 

which have had towering negative effects on the socio-economic and psychological wellbeing of 

a large segment of the population  of the state. For instance, between February and July 2001,  

there were massive conflicts involving members of this sect in Nasarawa south senatorial district 

that led to loss of scores of lives and destruction of property worth millions of Naira. Also in 

June 2012, there was outbreak of violence between Alago and Eggon people of Assakio town in 

Lafia East Development area of Lafia Local Government Area of the state(Government View 

2014b). In fact, while the state was still investigating this particular violence,  another 

devastating violence that led to burning down of the Palace of a traditional ruler by members of 

Ombatse occurred between 21st  and 22nd of  November in Agyaragu in Jenkwe Development 

Area of Obi Local Government Area of Nasarawa state. This violence was between the Migili 

and Eggon ethnic groups over ownership of Agyraragu. This led to displacement of over twenty 

thousand villagers, closure of schools particularly pre-primary, primary and secondary schools. 

The state government as usual, responded by setting a high-powered delegation to look into the 

remote and immediate causes of the Agyaragu mayhem but this did stop the Ombatse militia 

from carrying out their dastard acts. One report stated that:   
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While the Government was still considering the Report of Agyaragu crisis, there were 

outbreaks of violence in other parts of the state. The attacks were…, carried out by 

persons known to be members of Ombatse. The group also blocked the Nasarawa Eggon 

section of the Akwanga-Lafia-Makurdi Federal Highway on 17th November, 2012 

thereby obstructing free flow of traffic and subjecting the motorists and passengers to 

untold hardship, extortion, vandalism of their vehicles…, series of investigations by 

security agencies in the state on the crises have confirmed that all were perpetrated by the 

Eggon ethnic militia known as Ombatse. (Government View and Report, 2014b) 

 

Human development is a critical component of sustainable development because it constitutes 

the prime movers of the society. (Adejumobi, 2002, Ibrahim, 2010,)  Ombatse militia violence 

phenomenon in Nasarawa state since 2012 has led to wanton destruction of lives and 

property.(Dafida,2014) During such violence, most family bread winners were killed and injured 

thereby blighting or truncating the hopes and aspirations of their dependants especially the future 

of children of the victims. Today, there are many widows and orphans in Nasarawa whose source 

of livelihood were cut-short by Ombatse. More specifically, this militia group was responsible 

for the violent conflict of Wednesday 21 to Thursday, 2012 at Agyaragu the headquarters of 

Jenkwe Development Area of Obi Local Government. Out of about thirty two (32) persons that 

lost their lives, thirty (30) were male.  The human impact of this violence was captured in a 

report thus: 

 About thirty-two people lost their lives with three hundred and nineteen (319) 

houses, including the Zhe Migili’s palace destroyed..in addition 32 motor vehicles 

of assorted brands, 223 motor cycles, 45 bicycles, 39 sewing machines, 8 power-

saws, 1 tractor, were lost. Other items burnt or destroyed include: unsepecified 

number of yam sheds/ business premises, (PDP)a party office,  12 domestic 

animals, …and about three hundred and eighty one million, five hundred and 

thirty one thousand, six hundred and ninety naira, ninety-four 

kobo(N381,531,690.94) worth of assorted household items, electronics and 

equipment were either lost or destroyed.(Government View and Report,2014a) 

In addition, Ombatse violence in Nasarawa took a negative dimension and had its worst effect on 

human and social welfare. in May, 2013 when over seventy-four (74) Nigerian security 

personnel comprising members of the Nigerian Police Force and Department of State Services 

were in the most gruesome manner murdered by members of Ombatse in Nasarawa State, 

Nigeria. The officers were all on official assignment and in compliances with their legitimate 

directive of the authority of the Nasarawa State Government went to Alakyo village in Lafia 
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Local Government of the State to secure and search the suspected shrine of Ombatse militia 

group (Danladi and Hembe 2015). The purpose of the operation was to enable the security 

personnel conduct necessary search for the incriminating evidence especially fire arms, guns and 

ammunitions and possibly effect the arrest of the members of Ombatse for hoarding cache of 

arms and ammunitions and other dangerous weapons and for alleged initiation by force of Eggon 

tribesmen to pay allegiance to the Ombatse deity.(Government View and Report,2014b) These 

slain security officers all were married with wives and children including dependant relations. 

More worrisome was that the fact that most of the wives of these officers were mainly 

housewives with no any other source of income apart from those of their respective husbands.  

The impact of this on the children of these over 74 officers who suddenly became orphans by the 

sheer making of Ombatse can only be imagined than explained. Education is a primary recipe for 

stimulating sustainable development in any society. But as Ibrahim argued, the standard and 

effectiveness of education in Nigeria has been on the decline as a result incessant violence 

arising from the activities of insurgents, ethnic militias, terrorist groups and other associates of 

violence.(Ibrahim,2010) Since 2012, there have been frequent closure of schools and other 

institutions of learning as a result of Ombatse militia violence in Nasarawa State.(Government 

View and Report,2014a,and b, Agidi,2015,Musa,2015) Different parts of the state such as 

Lafia,Kyarda, and Agyaragu for instance, were burnt down by Ombatse.  This unsavoury 

scenario places the mental development of children who are leaders of tomorrow in dire 

jeopardy.  Apart from this, Government buildings, residential, commercial and police stations 

have been razed down by members of this group.(Government View and Report,2014b) The 

table below gives a summary of assets and properties destroyed during the 2013 Ombatse 

violence. 

Table 2: General Summary of Assets and Properties Damaged/Destroyed  and the Naira Value 

S/N Categaory Total Value in Naira 

1 Place of Worship 37,173,000.00 

2 Government Building 6,750.000.00 

3 Residential 1,597.210.327.00 

4 Commercial(Stores/Shops) 102,948.679.00 

5 Consumable/Perishable/Cash 241,378.697.00 
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6 Private schools 2.585.000.00 

7 Nigeria Police Nasarawa 

State Command(Vehicles, 

Arms & ammunitions) 

11,278.430.00 

8 Department of State 

Services, State House Annex 

Not specified 

 Total 1,999,324,386.00 

Source: Government View Report, 2014b:94 

Managing Ethnic Militias in a Democratic Setting: Some recommendations   

Democracy by its very nature provides room for freedom of association and this probably 

accounts for the proliferation of all sorts of socio-cultural, economic and political associations 

including ethnic militia based associations or groups in contemporary Nigeria.  Unfortunately, 

the incessant applications of naked force by ethnic militia groups have constituted a great 

problem for the building of sustainable development and democratic consolidation in Nigeria. 

Thus, in this section, a brief recommendation on how Nigeria and Nasarawa state government in 

particular can peacefully curtail the activities of Ombatse and other militia groups are examined. 

Delivery of democratic dividends by all elected political office holders within the state is very 

imperative in curtailing the preponderance of youth to violent acts. Thus, both the state 

Governor, Local Government chairmen, councillors must endeavour to ensure that there is equity 

and fairness in distribution of wealth across the state. Consequent upon this, government must 

make adequate efforts towards the provision of employment opportunities to the people. In fact, 

youth employment must be given utmost priority as larger populations of those who are members 

of this militia are mainly youths. One way of creating employment opportunities is to diversify 

the economy by creating the necessary legislative and institutional frameworks that will attract 

foreign and local investors to the state.  Besides, the provision of basic social infrastructure like 

good educational facilities, roads, electricity, pipe borne water, health and medical facilities 

should be enhanced. If this is done, it will certainly help attract foreign investors and stimulate 

the emergence of local entrepreneurs.  
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The arbitrary boundary divisions, inequality in distribution of chieftaincy institutions or 

chiefdoms among the various ethnic groups within Nasarawa state should be reconsidered and 

readjustment effected where necessary by the Government of Nasarawa state. The state ministry 

of Local Government and chieftaincy must be cautioned and guided by prudence in creating new 

chiefdoms  sowing   seeds of disunity among communities. The National boundary commission 

should be drafted to look carefully into Agyaragu boundary quagmire.   

The security operatives within Nasarawa state especially the police must re-design and re-

examine its operational strategies in order not to put the lives of it officers in danger. 

Contemporary security is driven by shrewd intelligence gathering.  The intelligence department 

of the state Police Command Lafia must be adequately trained and empowered in modern ways 

of gathering security information. If this had been done, probably the strategies of Ombatse 

would have been made known to the officers before departing on that fateful day to Alakyo. This 

would have also made known the tactics and strategies of Ombatse to the police and other allied 

security units. 

Legislative and Judicial mechanisms are therefore imperative and germane in addressing security 

challenges in Nasarawa and Nigeria in general. The state legislature should be proactive in 

enacting laws that will promote the safety and wellbeing of the people. Although, there are 

reports indicating that the state government had proscribed Ombatse before the 2013 unfortunate 

episode, the group continued to operate without any pragmatic counter reactions from the 

government. The various members of the State House of Assembly could not raise any alarm 

until the unexpected happened. The judicial arm of government must equally ensure that persons 

or group of persons that go contrary to the state laws are brought to book. 

Furthermore, Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) as the third sector in any democratic society 

have important role to play particularly in preventing the outbreak of violence.  Thus, local CSOs 

must endeavour to identify promoters of ethnic militias in Nasarawa and file citizen litigations 

against them in Law courts. Also, CSOs through advocacy and public enlightenment, should 

educate the members of the public on the negative consequences of insecurity. They also have a  

role to play in addressing youth militancy through civic engagement and provisions of skill 

acquisition centres for the possible re-training of the Ombatse members on other more meaning 

and life-enhancing ventures. 
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Conclusion  

Ethnic militias in Nigeria remain major threats to democratic consolidation and security of lives 

in contemporary Nigeria. With the globalization process, militia groups now have easy access to 

heavy and light weapons which they use to unleash violence on hapless citizens primarily to 

attract government attention to their demands and course. This study drawing from recent 

activities of Ombatse militia among the Eggon ethnic tribe of Nasarawa State, North Central 

Nigeria has demonstrated how its activities within the state has negatively stymied the pursuit of 

development. In this perspective, the paper avers that it has created human poverty, impacted on 

the education, security, and socio-cultural transformation of the state thereby jeopardizing the 

needs of the future generation. The paper examined the origins and operational tactics of 

Ombatse, reflected on the issues that underpin its agitation and makes recommendations on how 

to curtail the activities of Ombatse and other militia groups within the state and Nigeria in 

general. 
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