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                                                            Abstract 

This paper examines the violent political conflicts that erupted in 

Tivland, Central Nigeria, at  the attainment of political independence in 

1960. At independence, Nigeria constituted of  three regions representing 

the three major ethnic groups and political parties namely, the North 

(Hausa-Fulani), represented by the Northern People’s Congress (NPC), 

the East (Igbo),represented by National Council of Nigerian Citizens. 

(N.C.N.C), and the West (Yoruba), represented by the Action Group 

(AG). There was an attempt by the ruling northern oligarchy to dominate 

the minority ethnic groups, the Tiv inclusive. The paper discusses how 

the NPC controlled government tried to forcefully bring the minority 

groups in Nigeria, including  the Tiv  under its control but  failed in this 

attempt. The Tiv rallied round their party the United Middle Belt 

Congress (UMBC), to resist  the ruling Hausa/Fulani oligarchy and  their 

political party the NPC, together with their instruments of coercion. This 

resistance, and the violence that followed  is popularly known as the Tiv 

Riots. By drawing parallels from the Tiv experience, lessons can be learnt 

that will deemphasize ethnic affiliations in favour of Nigeria’s corporate 

entity.      

 

Introduction  

The Tiv are the fourth  largest ethnic group in Nigeria. They constitute approximately 

2.5% of Nigeria’s total population, and number over 5.6 million people 

(http://en.wikipedia.org.)  Tiv ethnic group is the majority ethnic group in the present 

Benue State, Nigeria where they are found in fourteen Local Government Areas.  The Tiv 

after independence, had its share of the post-independence political violence. This is 

because the group of politicians that emerged at the attainment of  independence had the 

massive support of their ethnic groups and political parties. In the North, the Northern 

People’s Congress (NPC), had a large Hausa/Fulani following with Alhaji Tafawa 

Balewa as the leader. In the West, the Action Group (A.G.), had a massive Yoruba 

following with Chief Obafemi Awolowo as the leader, while in the East, it was the 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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National Council of Nigerian Citizens (N.C.N.C), with a large Igbo followership headed 

by Dr.Nnnamdi Azikwe. In the Middle Belt, it was the United Middle Belt Congress 

(UMBC), a minority Tiv party with a large followership led by Mr. Joseph Sarwuan 

Tarka (Aper,2003:322). 

                  This division of the country into major and minor ethnic groups  encouraged 

sentiments, sowing the seeds of conflicts which the emergent political leaders exploited 

exerting firm control at the regions at the detriment of the centre.  Each of the regional 

political parties tried its best to win the support of the Tiv.  The reaction of the Tiv was 

the rejection of the subordinate roles offered to them by some of these parties especially 

the NPC controlled government. The Tiv in the rejection of this inferior role decided to 

rally round their leader J.S.Tarka and their party, the UMBC. Their rejection of the NPC 

controlled government was symbolic, as the acceptance would mean accepting Hausa 

/Fulani domination. In addition, the majority of Tiv population were Christians and 

prejudiced against Islam. They believed that when a Tiv became a Muslim, he would 

copy Hausa custom and forget his own culture and come to despise his people. In 

addition, the exciting political arrangement before independence and after meant that the 

major ethnic groups controlled the regional governments; hence the monopoly of power 

and patronages to their own exclusive advantage (Tseayo,1975:96-98).The rejection of 

the NPC, and all that was associated with it was to lead to the bitter and violent political 

upheavals in Tivland during the First Republic. The attempt by the NPC,  the ruling party 

at independence to dominate Tivland by the use of coercive measures including the use of 

the traditional institutions and   the Tiv Native Administration (NA), failed and this 

culminated in the 1960 and 1964 riots (Abeghe,2005:68-80).   

   This paper is divided into five main sections. After the introduction is the 

conceptual framework. The next section deals with the background to the political 

conflicts in Tivland, our area of study. The other sections deal with the coercive measures 

of the NPC, and the political upheavals.   

Conceptual  Analysis 

Conflict is a form of relationship that exists between individuals and groups. It is a 

condition that occurs where two or more groups are interacting 

(Falola,OkpehJr.,2008:25). This results in a clash of interest in the interaction between 
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groups. For conflict to become a reality, groups must have incompatible interests or 

goals. Recognising this variable in the prevalence of conflicts, scholars such as (Mitchel, 

1981) perceives conflicts as a relationship between two or more parties (individuals or 

groups) who have incompatible goals. Similarly, Otite sees conflict as arising from the 

“pursuit of  divergent interests, goals and aspirations by individuals and or groups in 

defined social and physical environments”(Otite,1999:3). One of the most celebrated 

definitions of conflict by Coser defines conflict as “The struggle over values or claims to 

status, power and scarce resources in which the aims of the conflicting parties are not 

only to gain the desired values, but also to neutralize, injure or eliminate their rivals” 

(cf.Otite,1991:1)Armstrong Adejo defines conflicts as a way of settling disputes between 

groups even if the means employed are destructive and injurious to the parties involved 

and by extension their neighbors (Adejo,2004:3). 

                 It should be noted that conflict has some negative attributes because it can be 

violent where contestants or parties fail to resolve their differences especially over access 

to commonly valued scarce resources and over divergent perceptions of socio-political 

situations (Falola,OkpehJr.2008:26).In this case, violence is involved as a means of 

settling the disputes. 

               Political conflicts arise from the struggle by groups or individuals over the 

acquisition and the sharing of political power. Power is always not enough for those who 

acquire it. This is why leaders who hold political power do not easily want to give it up, 

while those who are out of the corridors of power always seek to acquire it. This often 

leads to political violence. Political violence manifests itself in different dimensions and 

these include; riots, party clashes, political demonstrations, looting arson and political 

assassinations (Anifowese,1979:4).   

                  Remi Anifowese attempts an explanation of the  political violence in Tivland 

by proposing the frustration-aggression theory, which upholds that people become 

aggressive when they become frustrated. Based on this premise, an individual or group 

whose basic desires are thwarted and who  consequently  experiences a profound sense of 

dissatisfaction and anger rejects his condition by venting his anger at what is perceived to 

be causing his frustration. The Tiv Riots with the strong backing of the UMBC and 

directed against the NPC attests to this.            
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 The United Middle Belt Congress (UMBC), and the Rise of J.S. Tarka 

The United  Middle Belt Congress, (UMBC) was  formed  in January 1955, in 

Kafanchan.(Abeghe,2005:40)  At the Lafia conference held in January 1957, J.S. Tarka 

became president of the UMBC at the age of 21 (Ujorha,2010). Tarka’s immediate 

concern on becoming UMBC president was how to mobilize the Middle Belt people to 

support the struggle for the creation of the Middle Belt State. Due to financial limitations, 

Tarka had to look for a party that would support his ambitions. There was need for an 

alliance with a stronger party and the NPC, NCNC and AG provided the choices. Since 

the struggle for the creation of a Middle Belt State was seen as a fight against 

Hausa/Fulani domination, the party was not interested in an alliance with the NPC. The 

UMBC turned toward to NCNC for an alliance but soon discovered that Azikwe was 

uninterested and was not keen on supporting the creation of states in the minority areas.  

    Since Tarka did not receive support from Azikwe, he turned to the AG under 

Awolowo. This move was timely because the AG was embarking on an aggressive 

programme of expansion to become a national party by winning support in the East and 

North. To achieve this goal, it appealed to the tribal sentiments of the minority groups. 

The AG therefore readily agreed to support Tarka and this led to an  UMBC/AG alliance.  

This alliance between the AG and the UMBC had a major impact on the political history 

of Tivland. Without the AG support, the UMBC was  not in the  position to effectively 

resist NPC domination. The Tiv people on the other hand, effectively supported J.S. 

Tarka and their party the UMBC. The people were to contribute money to help the party 

whenever the need arose. The sale of UMBC membership cards raised a substantial 

amount of money since the possession of such a card was crucial and showed that the 

owner was really a Tiv man (Lam,2006).    

   The Tiv were made to understand that their continued stay in the Northern 

Region meant their being forced to become Muslims. Based on these assertions, the Tiv 

people gave an unflinching loyalty to the UMBC as members regularly paid their 

membership dues and had absolute confidence in J.S. Tarka, trusting him to do whatever 
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he wanted with the money (Daily Times,1962:16). The Tiv people were said to give 

Tarka enough gifts of foodstuff to cater for his family and numerous favor seekers who 

hung around him in Gboko and did all his household chores for him. 

Late Bola Ige, writing on J.S Tarka maintains: 

I have said that J.S was a colossus among the Tivs. He 

knew every village and every homestead..J.S had 

charisma. Wherever he went he symbolized the struggle 

against foreign domination and the Tivs worshipped him. 

I was always amazed at the unending stream of villagers, 

many of them primitive, who would come bearing gifts of 

yams, chickens, eggs and goats to him in Gboko. The 

UMBC was the only political organization which I knew 

members paid membership fees regularly 

(Ige,cf.middlebeltdialogue.com Assessed 19/06/2011)        

 

Tarka’s political relevance in Tivland was borne out of the fact that his policy of ethnicity 

detested the Hausa/Fulani controlled government and portrayed it as a threat to Tivland, 

thus resistance of the UMBC  by the NPC. The AG also stood strongly in support of 

UMBC members during the turbulent political crisis in Tivland. Though the non-Tiv 

groups in the Middle Belt belonged to the NPC because they were made to believe the 

UMBC was a southern party, the AG/UMBC nevertheless made some viable impact on 

Tiv history.  

It should be noted that the Action Group had earlier advocated and supported the 

creation of  states in the North and other minority areas, and its desire to change Northern 

boundary in order to transfer the Yoruba speaking people of Ilorin and Kabba provinces 

to Western region. These proposals by the AG meant to the NPC a reduction of the 

Northern population and a reduction of Northern influence in the scheme of things at the 

federal level. The Northern leaders refused this and were not ready to cede any part of 

Northern territory and took steps to establish their authority over the whole area, 

including Tivland (Paden,1986:252). The activities of the UMBC/AG alliance were 

viewed with disdain by the NPC government. The NPC engaged in a series of coercive 

measures against the Tiv to penetrate and mobilize Tiv support for its struggles for power 

at the federal level and to drive the AG out of Tivland and Northern Nigeria. 
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The NPC  Administration of Tivland 

A very important medium used by the NPC to mobilize Tiv support was the Tiv Native 

Administration headed by the Tor-Tiv (Paramount ruler of the Tiv ethnic group), Mallam 

Gondo Aluor. In theory, emirs and chiefs, civil servants and NA staff were not allowed to 

participate in partisan politics in Nigeria, but in reality, this was not the case. Traditional 

rulers and NA staff in all the regions openly supported the government party in their 

areas, a situation which did not first exist in Tivland. The Tor Tiv first supported  the 

UMBC but when it  later became clear that  the NPC government was ready to deal 

with any chief or emir who did not cooperate with the NPC government. The Tor-Tiv had 

no alternative other than to follow the government. He called a meeting of clan heads at 

Gboko and intimated them with the political situation on the ground. He advised them 

that there was the need to follow the government in power if they hoped to secure their 

positions. Consequently, all the clan heads agreed to follow the Tor-Tiv into the winning 

party. The Tor-Tiv soon openly declared his support for the NPC and instructed his 

district heads to do so and carry their subjects with them at all cost 

(NAK/MAKPROF/APL/34 Vol.IV). The decision by the NPC government to use the 

Tor-Tiv and the NA personnel for political purposes brought the Tor-Tiv and the NA in 

direct confrontation with J.S. Tarka and his party the UMBC. This confrontation 

contributed to the  turbulent political scene that engulfed Tivland in 1960. 

                 The NPC controlled administration  in Tivland used the Native Administration 

Police to coerce and intimidate people in especially non NPC members. Since the 

policemen were seen as symbols of authority in the North it soon became a coveted job, 

and their appointments were marked with corrupt practices. Policemen in Tivland were 

dreaded and feared. They arrested people arbitrarily without giving them reasons for their 

arrests or the offence they committed(Anum,2008). They mistreated people at the 

slightest provocation, especially tax evaders.  

                     The role of the  Native Administrative Police Forces in Tivland in the 

turbulent  period proceeding Nigeria’s independence  in different parts of the country 

especially Tivland was very crucial. The police being a necessary body in any civil 

society are charged with the traditional duty of preventing crime. These roles, however, 
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can be usurped by the government in power. In these cases, policemen see themselves as 

loyal servants of the ruling elites and not for the well being of the general public.  The 

Tiv Native Administrative  police found itself walking a tight rope being accused 

variously by agents of the Northern People’s Congress(NPC), controlled government on 

one hand and the United Middle Belt Congress(UMBC), the Tiv party and its  Action 

Group(AG), ally forming the  opposition on the other.  

                The perception of the police force in Tivland was that it was a Hausa/Fulani 

force of occupation designed to extend Hausa/Fulani hegemony. Even the name that a 

policeman was called was foreign and hated. The  ‘dogari’ or ‘yandoka,’ commonly used 

in Tivland  were not Tiv names but  rather Hausa names. The police in the early years of 

party politics were encouraged with other N.A employees to have a stake in the survival 

of the system by combining their NA job with membership of the government approved 

political party the NPC(Rotimi,2001:146). The police under the control of the District 

heads and the NA officials in Tivland molested the Tiv people who were opposed to the 

NPC. The police protected NPC members at their rallies from UMBC attacks. We can see 

that the Tiv N.A police, instead of maintaining law and order, were used as an instrument 

of repression for the harassment of political opponents especially the UMBC- AG 

Alliance.Abeghe maintains that the NA police were indifferent to maintaining law and 

order(Abeghe,2005:48). 

       It is worthy to note that NPC supporters equally complained of police 

harassment. In some cases they maintained that the police sided with the UMBC against 

NPC members. In a petition written to the Minister of Internal Affairs by H.O. Abaagu, 

NPC member in the Federal House of Representatives, he accused the Tiv NA of taking 

sides with the UMBC and the police of harassing the NPC. He speaks of an instance: 

At Ihugh in Jechira Intermediate Area, Tiv Division, an 

NPC who was addressing a mass meeting was pushed 

down while a UMBC-AG man jumped on the table and 

started to preach UMBC-AG despite he had no permit, yet 

the police took no action AK/MAKPROF/APL/34,F9/61). 
  

The Minister reacted swiftly to Abaagu’s petition, by asking the Resident to furnish  his 

office with information regarding police participation in politics 

(NAK/MAKPROF/MIA711S.1,2/4/1959).This showed how serious the government took 
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issues when the interest of the NPC was involved. The D.O. Tiv Division who reacted to 

the query absolved the NA police of complicity in the harassment of NPC supporters by 

UMBC supporters. 

      From the foregoing we can safely conclude that the police were serving the 

interests of the NPC controlled government. That explains why the riots of 1960 and 

1964 were directed against the NPC controlled Native Administration and the NA police 

forces led by the Tor Tiv Gondo Aluo. While the Tor Tiv  and the NA police  could not 

effectively check UMBC fanatics, from disrupting NPC rallies, they also did not accede 

to NPC requests to molest UMBC supporters. The Tiv riots that broke out, capitalized on 

these existing divisions. The clashes started mainly between the supporters of the NPC 

and UMBC. These riots were motivated by the perceived marginalization and insecurity 

on the part of the Tiv and their feeling that the members of the NPC were responsible for 

their condition. The Tiv were suspicious of the authoritarian native administration system 

and its attempt to forcefully penetrate  Tivland. They saw the native authorities as an 

embodiment of the NPC. It is against this background serious political conflicts erupted 

immediately after independence. 

         The Political Conflicts Prior to Nigerian Civil War 

 The rejection of the NPC , and all that was associated with it was to lead to the bitter and 

violent political upheavals in Tivland during the First Republic. These political 

disturbances were believed to be one of the principal factors that led to the demise of the 

first Republic. As Hembe remarks: 

So total was the Tiv support for Tarka that the attempt 

by the NPC to detach the Tiv from Tarka led to the 

devastating Tiv revolts of 1960 and 1964.These revolts 

are widely believed to be one of the immediate causes 

of the military intervention in Nigeria politics in 1966 

(Hembe,2003:119). 

 

There were two major  political disturbances  that engulfed Tivland after independence. 

The first was The first riots were broke  out in 1960 and tagged nande- nande, meaning 

‘arson or burning’ down houses, while the second riots were those of 1964 and called 

atemityough meant ‘headbreaking’ (Ihila,2008). 
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                  The start of the 1960  crisis was when the elected Tiv NA council with a 

majority of UMBC members was dissolved in November 1959, and a new one 

reconstituted which was totally pro-NPC. The Tor Tiv, who was the head of the new NA 

council, was coerced into supporting the NPC . Results of the   elections held in 1959 to 

elect members of the House of Representatives from which a government would be 

chosen to lead Nigeria to independence, favoured the UMBC/AG alliance as it won  all of 

the seven seats in Tiv Division (middlebeltdialogue.com). The NA officials and Chiefs 

did not like this development. They believed  that if something was not done fast, the 

UMBC/AG alliance would also win the seats in the Northern House of Assembly. 

Consequently, intimidation of UMBC/AG members by the NA controlled NPC became 

so common and they believed would soon blow into full scale violence. This situation led 

to an increasing open defiance and resistance to the lawful authorities in Tivland led by 

the Tor Tiv. The Tor Tiv was accused of using his powers wrongly and attempt made to 

curtail this. In a petition from M.A. Gundu to the Resident Benue Province, the Tor Tiv 

was accused of usurping the post of Tiv Native Authority Administrative Secretary from 

one Iyorliam Ikuan and giving it to one George Atim Atedze: 

As it has ever been the desire of the Tor Tiv to usurp the post at 

all costs for his kinsman, George Atim Atedze, on the 28th 

January, he autocratically revoked the decision of the Council 

imposing on it George Atim Atedze’s appointment in 

preference over Iyorliam Ikuan who has been holding the post 

efficiently for over two years without blemish. The Tor Tiv in 

his exalted position as the head of the Tiv Native Authority is 

encouraging clannishness – Ichongo versus Ipusu and there is a 

danger of plunging the Division into a state of disturbance 

(NAK/MAKPROF/APC/34 Vol IV. Ref.TPU/2B/221).  

 

In addition, the Tor-Tiv Tiv’s imposition of unpopular kindred heads on the local 

inhabitants in August 1960 were resisted. A similar resistance took place in Mbatie clan. 

There was soon a breakdown of law and order. 

 A major incident that signaled the start of the riots occurred  in August 1960, 

when the clan head of Yandev, a supporter of the NPC, was assaulted with two of his 

policemen and other tax collectors while trying to collect tax. This was followed by 

further attacks on policemen who tried to arrest the  tax evaders. In the eyes of the people 
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all chiefs, clan heads, NA police and tax collectors were pro-NPC and so enemies to the 

people. The riot proper was triggered by an attempt by the clan head of Yandev to close a 

market owned by one Kumbul Akpai, a UMBC supporter. The clan head of Yandev Ol 

Ako and some strong NPC supporters had gone to close the market with a detachment of 

the NA police but was repelled by the people. The intervention of the Tor-Tiv did not 

help matters. It was maintained that the Tor-Tiv did not come to make peace but he came 

with more NA policemen to enforce the order. They demanded for the return of their clan 

head, Ol Ako, who had fled to Gboko. The Tor Tiv, who feared for Ako’s life, refused to 

grant their request and withdrew. On the 25th August, a riot squad of the NA police armed 

with batons and shield was drafted to the market to enforce the closure order. The clash 

that followed between the police and the people who were armed with dangerous bows, 

arrows and cutlasses led to injury of three policemen and their consequent withdrawal. 

      It was against this background of the Yandev incident that the burning and 

looting soon spread to other parts of Tivland in December 1960. The riots led to attacks 

of known NPC members in Tivland and  their properties were looted and destroyed. 

Apart from an incident in Wukari, all the acts of arson and destruction were confined to 

Tivland. The Wukari incident was an attack on NPC members who were passing through 

Tiv territory to attend an NPC convention at Wukari. This incident, however, did not lead 

to the escalation of violence as the Jukun refused to react (Makar, 1994:227).The police 

could not contain the rioting as law and order broke down. This led to young men to form 

themselves into militia groups, causing destruction and taking over the functions of 

traditional rulers. The majority of important NPC members and traditional rulers fled to 

Gboko during the riots. 

   The 1960 riots had serious repercussions on the history of Tivland. Apart from 

the damage done to property, the 1960 riots did not involve large-scale killings.(Daily 

Times, Oct.20, 1960). Some of the people died as a result of police shooting, while others  

were killed by militia groups or those defending their property. Over 50,000 people were 

involved. The Nigeria police force maintained that during the disturbances it arrested 

over 5,000 Tiv people for such offences as murder, arson, rioting, and damage to property 

and injury to persons. Out of these 3,882 were convicted (Daily Times, June 

30,1960).Despite the riots, politicians on the side of the NPC and the UMBC tried to 



 11 

restrain their supporters from violence. The fact that 50,000 were involved in these riots 

was a clear indication that the situation could not be controlled by the police. An appeal 

was made to Anja, the Divisional President of the NPC, and to J.S. Tarka, the UMBC 

President General, to assist in restoring peace. The positive response of leaders of the 

warring factions contributed much to the return of peace, even though fragile in Tivland. 

               The 1964 conflicts were a continuation of the  1960 crisis. After the first 

crisis,there were no serious reconciliatory moves hence the second Tiv riots of February 

and March 1964. This riot was characterized by the burning and looting of property, as 

well as the maiming and breaking of peoples’ heads (known as the atemityough). 

     It is to be noted that after the end of the first riot, a Sole Administrator was 

appointed to run the affairs of the Tiv NA. His duties included the restoration of law and 

order, the reconciliation of the various political factions in Tivland, and assisting the 

office of the Tor Tiv to regain his authority and personality that had been greatly eroded 

during the riots. The sole administrator, Mr. M.J. Dent, on assumption of office began to 

usurp the functions of the elders and chiefs at the same time showing sympathy with the 

NPC. The Administrator in his efforts to reconcile the warring factions looked into the 

complaints brought against some of the District heads, suspending some and retaining 

others. The NPC were unimpressed with his actions which they described as pro-UMBC, 

and reported him to the Northern Regional Government. Mr. Dent’s attempts to organize 

peace and reconciliatory meetings between the two sides were met with resistance, a non-

cooperative attitude from both sides. Mr. Dent was accused by NPC firstly of refusing to 

grant a permit for them to hold a rally but granting one to the UMBC to hold a rally at 

Agwabi, 23 miles on Gboko-Wukari road(NAK/MAKPROF/APC/34/F9/61).He was also 

accused of non-cooperation and taking unilateral actions.  

 Generally, the Tiv were dissatisfied after the riot because they were made to pay 

extra taxes for damages caused by the riots. More than 50,000 taxpayers were made in 

addition extra N5.10 per head in addition to the general annual tax of 

N4.50(Anifowose,1979:128). A taxpayer who defaulted was imprisoned for six months. 

This excessive taxation was generally paid including those areas which did not take part 

in the riot. At the same time, some areas known to have sympathy for the NPC were 

excluded. This decision which was taken by the NPC regional government against the 
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Tiv was on the advice of a few NPC elders in Tivland. It was seen as further evidence of 

political oppression and on indirect way to punish UMBC/AG supporters for rioting and 

damaging the property belonging to NPC supporters. 

 Following the success of the UMBC in the 1960 riots, the popularity of the party 

increased their victory in the North Regional Election of 1961. This victory coincided 

with the arrest of Tarka and a fresh determination by the UMBC to unite and resist the  

NPC domination, though the UMBC/AG alliance broke off in 1962 following the AG 

crisis in the West, the UMBC continued to wax stronger in Tivland. In November 1963, 

there was the composition of the Tiv Advisory Council, which the Tiv complained that 

though they were the majority party they had only been given minority seats. The UMBC 

annual conference held at Agasha between 4th and 6th February 1964 exploited the 

existing tension and condemned the excessive taxation and its method of collection. As 

tax collectors were possible NPC supporters, the UMBC members frowned at their 

modus operandi; hence, they were the first targets of attack. 

 The first major disturbances began in Tombo Mbalagh where the clan head 

Gbagbar Apinega a pro-NPC on the 12th February was seized by rioters and killed along 

with three others. The hands of Gbagbar’s scribe were cut off by the rioters. A team of 

N.A police which had been sent to the area to restore peace had to return to Gboko when 

they found a large crowd. Though a few arrests were made, the killing of Gbagbar led to 

a free for all fight between supporters of the NPC and supporters of the UMBC. This 

disorder led to an ambush of eight policemen who were latter slain and their guns seized 

by the rioters (Abeghe, 2005:104). The murder of Gbagbar marked effectively the start of 

atemityough. As in the previous riot, the violence spread to some other parts of Tivland. 

Unlike the first riot, the new wave of violence concentrated on personal violence rather 

than violence on property.  

  The later stages of the riots were to manifest themselves in clashes involving the 

Ichongo and Ipusu segments of Tiv society. The revolts were almost converted into an 

Ipusu/Ichongo confrontation with the Ipusu (UMBC), led by Tondo Agede fighting 

against the Ichongo (NPC) led by Aernyi Kangur (Hembe,2003:225). Most of the 

fighting during the riots took place at night. The UMBC members symbolized their 

confrontation with the broom (chanca) to sweep out Baja or Shoja petali (NPC). At 
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Mbaiase in Masev, the people there were predominantly NPC but they were always 

attacked by the few UMBC members in the area who were supported by neighboring 

Ipusu areas. This led to serious fighting between the NPC and the UMBC with each side 

receiving reinforcements. Other serious battles were fought in Mbachin, Aliade and 

Mbayion. 

         Concluding Remarks 

This paper has discussed the political developments and the measures taken by the 

government of the day the NPC, to dominate the minority groups especially Tivland. At 

independence, Tiv political scene was polarized with the existing traditional institutions 

supporting   the NPC, against a  UMBC/AG alliance , a predominantly  minority Tiv 

party. In order to exert a firm control over Tivland, the government resorted to  the use of 

coercive measures to secure Tiv allegiance, a situation the Tiv  rejected  and  decided to 

rally round their leader J.S.Tarka, and their party, the UMBC. Their rejection of the NPC 

controlled government and its means of coercion was symbolic, as the acceptance would 

mean accepting Hausa /Fulani domination. The rejection of the NPC, and all that was 

associated with it was to lead to the bitter and violent political upheavals in Tivland 

during the First Republic.  
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