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   CHAPTER ONE  
  
Once upon a time in a faraway    
animal kingdom, the animals lived 
and interacted with one another 
in a peaceful and most genteel 
manner. Each of them would visit 
the others from his house built in 
a way that was characteristic of 
him. While the Monkey would visit 
the other animals from his simply 
built bamboo shield, the Dog 
would go to his friends from an 
udara tree where he lived with 
his family. The Tiger would come 
out from the cave to buy food 
items from other animals. As the 
animals lived in the kingdom, they 
had no ruler, everyone lived as 
the ruler of his own family and  



interacted peacefully with one an-
other.  
 One morning, the Tiger woke up 
and the desire to become the king 
of all the animals popped into his 
mind. He stood up from his bed 
and started thinking how he was 
to go about it. After brooding 
over it for a while he decided to 
discuss it with his wife. He woke 
his wife who was still sleeping. As 
she woke up, the Tiger asked her 
to sit up. There was surprise on 
her face, as she tried to sit up  
because the Tiger had never 
called her up like that before. Af-
ter she was seated beside the 
bed, the Tiger cleared his voice 
and told her about his desire to 
become the king of all the animals. 
When he finished, his wife smiled 

and nodded her head. She took a 
deep breath, looked her husband 
in the face and then promised to 
support him and to make sure  
everything worked. The Tiger was 
happy that at least his wife was in 
support of him. He smiled and 
thanked her for giving her sup-
port. After which he told his wife 
that he has a problem bringing the 
desire to reality. As soon as his 
wife heard of it, she tightened 
her face. And then there was     
silence. Within this interval, she 
thought over what the Tiger said 
and then told him that the first 
thing he needed was to look for 
supporters. Immediately the 
Tiger heard her mention          
supporters, he laughed and      
nodded. 



 “I’ll go straight to the        
Tortoise, the Rat and the Monkey 
and...” 
Interrupting him, his wife waved 
her head in disagreement. “The 
supports of those animals you’ve 
just mentioned are not needed. 
Go for strong animals who are  
capable of posing threats to   
other animals.” 
 “Do you mean animals like Lion, 
Fox, and Leopard?” The Tiger 
asked to be sure.  
 “Yes!’ She said ‘There you are.” 
 “Okay, my dear!” 
 “With those animals’, She   
continued ‘when you talk others 
obey.” 
 “Really!” the Tiger exclaimed. 

“If that’s it, then let me start 
now.” 
“That’s all right!” She added. 
The Tiger stood up and started 
trekking down to the Lion’s house. 
He soon got to the Lion’s house. 
And without wasting time, he 
knocked and waited for a reply. 
While the Tiger kept waiting by 
the door, it was unknown to him 
that the Lion was in the interior 
part of his house, dinning with his 
wife and children. When it was 
clear to him that nobody was  
coming to open the door, the Tiger 
knocked forcefully at the door. 
And immediately the Lion heard it, 
he walked up to the door, opened 
it and ushered the Tiger into his 
house. As the Tiger came in, he 



was told to sit down. 
 “Mr. Tiger’, the Lion roared, 
‘this early morning visit is unusual, 
I hope this kingdom is safe.” 
 “Ah!” the Tiger chuckled, “Mr. 
Lion, how can you say a thing like 
that? Anyway, the kingdom is safe 
and would be safer for us who 
think it so.” The Tiger replied and 
quickly adjusted himself on the 
seat. The Lion smiled at the       
Tiger’s statement after which he 
started contemplating what to  
offer him. 
 “Mr. Tiger’, the Lion called, 
‘what do I offer you now?” The 
Tiger smiled and then quietly     
replied that anything would be ok 
for him.   
The Lion turned to his wife and 

signaled her to get something for 
the Tiger. And without delay she 
walked out of the room only to 
come back with a plate of food. 
She served it to the Tiger and   
almost immediately the Tiger 
started picking them into his 
mouth. As the Tiger ate, the Lion 
asked him after his wife.  
“She was fine as at the time I left 
the house”. The Tiger replied 
amidst a mouthful of food. “And 
your children?” The Lion’s wife 
added from a corner. 
“They are fine.” 
After then there was a long       
silence, which was later broken 
immediately the Tiger finished 
the food. “Thank you, Mr. Lion.” 
He said, after which he dropped 



his spoon. And after a moment, 
the Lion turned to him knowing 
that it was time for him to say 
what brought him to his house. 
And without waiting for the Lion 
to remind him of his mission, he 
began by calling the Lion by his 
name. 
“Mr. Lion’’ he called.  
“Yes! I’m listening”, the Lion      
replied. 
“There is something I want to do 
and I’ve come to seek your       
support.” The Tiger began. 
“My support!” the Lion exclaimed 
‘Okay, I’m listening.” The lion said. 
The Tiger paused for a while and 
continued again, “I desire to be 
the King of all the animals.” 

“King? What do you mean?’ The  
Lion paused, looked away to the 
direction of his backyard and then 
returned his look at the Tiger 
again.   ‘I thought we are all Kings 
already in our individual homes. So 
why should it be made public 
again?” 
“You seem not to understand what 
I mean. I mean a general leader, 
King of all the animals.” 
“But such thing does not exist   
because every animal in this king-
dom is already a king.” 
“I know but it has to be              
instituted. I want to be the King 
and I want your support”. 
“Is that all?” 
“Yes!” 



“Okay! You’ve my support though I 
don’t understand this talk about 
Kingship.” 
“Oh, thank you Mr. Lion. Thank you 
very much,” The Tiger said happily. 
“Don’t mention!” the lion said. 
“Thank you once again.’ The Tiger 
added. ‘I think I should be on my 
way, because I need to reach out 
to other animals as well.” 
The Tiger stood up and walked   
towards the door while the Lion 
followed him down the pathway 
that was leading to the Fox’s 
house. When they got to the  
pathway the Lion turned and bade 
the Tiger farewell. After which 
the Tiger started trekking down 
the long pathway. As he aproached 
the Fox’s house his mind told him 

 

that the Fox had seen him coming. 
     The Fox was in his house under 
the Iroko tree. He heard a     
footstep and quickly rushed out to 
see who it was. Anybody who did 
not know the Fox very well would 
say the Fox was a very fearful  
animal. Once, the Monkey asked 
him the reason why as soon as he 
heard any footstep he would rush 
out to see who it was. The Fox 
simply replied that as an animal, 
his major role was to protect his 
family and to do it well, so he was 
supposed to know who was coming 
from afar. To him every footstep 
could be either that of a friend or 
that of an enemy. 
The Tiger came closer and   
greeted the Fox who was already 



waiting for him to come closer.  
“Ah, Mr. Tiger is it you?’’ He 
asked immediately the Tiger 
emerged. 
“Yes, it is I, Mr. Fox.” The Tiger 
replied. 
“Okay, come on into my house”. 
The Fox led the way while the 
Tiger followed him behind. They 
walked into the Fox’s house. As 
soon as they entered, the Fox’s 
wife quickly greeted the Tiger 
and gave him a seat. The Fox 
turned to his wife and told her to 
prepare something for their    
visitor. Without allowing the Fox 
to complete his statement the 
Tiger quickly told them not to 
bother, that he had eaten before 
coming. The Fox turned and 

looked at his wife, as their eyes 
met they shrugged their shoulders.  
The Tiger sat down with the Fox, 
while the Fox’s wife walked out to 
the backyard with her two chil-
dren. Later, the Fox cleared his 
throat and asked the Tiger the   
reason for visiting. 
“Mr. Tiger, I hope there is no 
problem because it is unlike you to 
visit another animal in the morning 
as you have just done.” 
“Mr. Fox, I came for something 
very important and I think im-
portant things should be discussed 
in the morning.” The Tiger argued. 
 The Fox laughed, stood up from 
the place he was seated, paced to a 
corner of his room, adjusted one 
of his seat that was about to turn 
over and then returned to his   



former seat. 
“And you said you will not take 
anything?” The Fox pressed. The 
Tiger smiled and then persisted 
that the Fox should not bother 
and that he should leave that for 
another time. After hearing the 
Tiger, the Fox sat down and posi-
tioned himself opposite the tiger. 
As the Fox tried to settle down 
on his seat the Tiger paused for 
a little while and then continued. 
“There is something I want to 
do”. 
“This must be very important.”  
The Fox said in astonishment. 
“Yes, and I need your support” 
The Tiger added. 
“What is it?” The Fox finally 
asked.  

“I want to bring leadership into 
this kingdom”. 
“I don’t understand what you mean 
by leadership. It’s a new concept 
I’m sure,” said the Fox. The Tiger 
nodded to affirm the Fox’s        
assertion. 
 “Please explain.” The Fox         
demanded. 
“What I mean is that I want to  
introduce a system where by a 
particular set of animals would be 
in control of this kingdom”. 
“But don’t you think some animals 
are already controlling the        
activities of this kingdom?” The 
Fox asked him almost immediately. 
The question took the Tiger      
unaware, so he kept quiet for a 
while thinking and then continued 



again, “I don’t mean that kind of 
leadership. The kind of leadership 
I’m talking about is that in which 
a group of animals would be known 
to be powerful and would control 
all the other animals by commands 
and orders.” He paused for a 
while, adjusted himself on the 
seat and then added that the Fox 
was to be among those animals. 
“This is interesting.”  The Fox  
exclaimed and then leaned his 
back on the wall of his room to 
pay full attention to what the 
Tiger was saying. 
“Mr. Fox, I want you to support 
me” The Tiger said.   
The Fox looked into the Fox’s 
eyes and then cleared his voice. 
“How would you ask me to support 

you when you’ve not told me all I 
stand to gain?” 
“Mr. Fox,” The Tiger said “You 
know, things are not done that 
way.” 
“Then you’re not serious.” The 
Fox quickly added.  
“But Mr. Fox, I’ve told you that 
you are among the few rulers.” 
The Tiger said but in a straight 
face. 
“Is that all I’m to get from the 
new system?” The Fox asked   
nonchalantly. 
“Not really that. Okay, we’ll       
always share whatever comes 
from it.” The Tiger assured him, 
this made the Fox to smile.  
After a moment, he cleared his 



voice and said, “Provided it is as 
you said. I have given you my   
support.”  
“Thank you! I promise you’ll not 
regret it. ” The Tiger added and 
brightened up. 
“That’s alright. But know it that 
I’m watching you. “The Fox as-
serted and then stroked his  
forehead.  
“Okay, l think l should start      
going.” The Tiger said and stood 
up immediately. And without     
delay, the Fox stood up from his 
seat, adjusted himself and   
promised to walk the Tiger down 
to the Iroko tree that was not 
too far away from his house. 
The Tiger led the way while the 
Fox followed behind. They walked 

through the long bush path that 
led to the square of which the 
Iroko tree was rooted. While they 
walked, they talked about what 
was to be gained in the new     
system of leadership. As they 
walked, the Fox asked the Tiger 
the possibility that the new     
system of leadership would work 
in the kingdom and the Tiger 
talked him into believing that the 
new system would work only if 
they work hard as a group. In    
order to see that the new system 
of leadership worked the Fox 
promised to tear any animal who 
stood on its way into two. 
When they got to the Iroko tree, 
he called the Tiger by his name 
and told him that he would be    



returning to his house. The Tiger 
smiled in return and bade him 
fare wall. Immediately the Fox 
left, the Tiger continued again to 
the Leopard’s house.  
The Leopard was fast asleep 
when the Tiger got to his     
doorstep while his wife and    
children were not around. So the 
Tiger knocked several times and 
was not answered.  After a long 
knock, he peeped into the house 
and discovered that the Leopard 
was sleeping. As soon as he      
noticed this he stopped knocking 
and walked into the house. He 
moved straight towards the bed 
where Leopard was still lying and 
tried to wake him up. As soon as 
the Tiger’s hand touched the 
Leopard, he jumped up from his 

bed and quickly positioned       
himself, ready to pounce on the 
Tiger. But when he noticed that it 
was the Tiger who touched him, 
he relaxed and sat back beside 
the bed.  
“Mr. Tiger, is it you?”  He asked 
as he was seated.  
“Yes! I’ve been knocking for a very 
long time only to notice that you 
were sleeping.” The Tiger said. 
“I’m sorry. I was very tired and 
did not even know when I slept 
of.” The Leopard complained. 
“Are you well at all?” The Tiger 
queried him. 
“I’m all right but just tired.” He 
replied. He turned around a little 
and realized that the Tiger had 
been standing. 



“I’m sorry, you can sit down.” He 
added. The Tiger got himself 
seated.   
 “Mr. Tiger,’ the Leopard stood up 
looked around and returned to his 
position again. ‘I just hope you 
wouldn’t be annoyed, there’s no  
kola in the house and my wife is 
not here to prepare anything for 
you.” 
“Mr. Leopard, please don’t bother 
yourself my stomach is already 
filled.”  The Tiger said, paused for 
a while and then continued again. 
“Mr. Leopard, a very big thing 
brought me here.” The tiger said.  
 “Big thing, you said?”The Leopard 
asked. 
“Yes a big thing. And that thing 
can only work if you support me.” 

“What is the thing like?” The 
Leopard asked. 
“It is rulership.” The Tiger        
replied. 
“ What does that mean?”  
“It has to do with leadership.”  
”Leadership?” The Leopard        
exclaimed. 
“Yes!’ The Tiger affirmed ‘Just a 
system by which one animal rules 
over the others.”  
The Leopard laughed and nodded 
his head  
“This must be interesting. But how 
are we going to gain from this?” 
“Don’t worry. In this system, the 
ruler has the power to impose any 
amount of tax on his subjects. 
And you know, there would be so 



much to share among us.” The 
Tiger explained.  
“Who are the subjects?” The 
Leopard asked again. 
“The subjects would be the   
other animals.” The Tiger added. 
“And to make you understand 
this system more’ the Tiger   
continued, ‘it is important I let 
you know that the group of      
animal who will rule would not 
work but would always have the 
biggest share of whatever is 
gotten from every harvest.” 
“This is a very big thing indeed. 
But who is going to be the ruler.” 
The Leopard finally asked. 
“I, of course!” He said and 
stared into the Leopard’s        
unsatisfied face. When he noted 

that the Leopard was likely going 
to back out of the whole            
arrangement, he said again that it 
was  going to be turn by turn. 
“Perhaps after my turn, comes 
yours.” 
 “That is the point.’ The Leopard 
asserted. ‘I thought I would just 
keep supporting you while you    
enjoy all these benefits.”  The 
Leopard said, smiling.  
”So, do l have your support now?” 
The Tiger asked, to be sure. 
“Of Course, but provided it will 
get to my turn.” The Leopard  
added. 
“Okay, let me start going back to 
my house. “The Tiger said with so 
much joy and then stood up from 
his seat. The Leopard also stood 
up from the edge of the bed and 



walked him down the door. 
    Very early in the morning the 
next day, the Tiger went to the 
Monkey’s house. When he got 
there, he did not bother to 
knock, instead he shouted to 
rouse the Monkey out from his 
bamboo built door.  
“Who is at home?” 
The Monkey heard the shout and 
came out from his house. As soon 
as he came out the Tiger saw him 
and smiled. “I know you have 
seen me long before my arrival.” 
He said to mock the Monkey.  
“Yes. But l thought you were just 
passing,” The Monkey replied. 
 ”Mr. Monkey, you always think 
any animal who is coming towards 
your house a passer-by.” The 

Tiger said almost in a mood that 
could be considered an angry one.  
“Anyway, I’m not a passer-by. I 
was actually coming to your 
house.” 
The Monkey laughed in his     
characteristic manner and then 
told the Tiger to come into his 
house so that something could be 
offered him. The Tiger smiled    
instead and replied that there was 
no need, without giving any reason. 
The Monkey was surprised at him. 
The feeling of guilt that popped 
immediately into his mind urged 
him to boldly look into the Tiger’s 
face, assuming there was a    
problem. 
“Why won’t you?” He asked. The 
Tiger paused for a while and then 



made up an excuse. 
“Mr. Monkey l was just coming 
from Mr. Lion’s house and he gave 
me so much food that l was unable 
to finish.” The Monkey shrugged 
his shoulders and decided to go 
straight to the point. 
“Since you would not come in, 
what would you have me do for 
you?” the monkey asked. 
“Yes, Mr. Monkey, l want you to 
inform all the animals that there 
would be meeting tomorrow  
morning.” The Tiger disclosed   
immediately. 
“Meeting? What’s the meeting 
for?” The Monkey asked. 
“There is a problem in this     
kingdom. And we have to solve it 
collectively” The Tiger said again. 

 

“What is the problem? “The   
Monkey asked again. 
“Mr. Monkey, you ask too many 
questions why not inform them 
first, so that by tomorrow we all 
hear what the problem is           
together.” The Tiger replied. 
The Monkey stared into the       
Tiger’s face, shrugged and then 
promised to deliver the message 
to all the animals in the kingdom. 
The Tiger thanked him and walked 
out of the Monkey’s compound 
without bothering whether the 
Monkey was to walk him down to 
the road.The following evening, 
the Monkey went round the hous-
es of all the animals to inform 
them of the meeting that was to 
come up the following morning.        



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   CHAPTER TWO 
 
The following morning, the entire 
animals came out in mass, each 
with his wife and children  
matching down to the village 
square.  The Ant who was always 
claiming that he and his family 
have no business with other      
animals and who was fond of   
telling the monkey to stop taking 
the pains of coming to inform him 
of any meeting, still managed to 
attend. The birds and the    
chickens were also seen coming in 
their numbers. The Snakes, the 
Elephants, the Lizards, and every 
animal except the Dog, all walked 
down to the square. 



As they all settled down at the 
square, the Monkey was asked why 
the Dog was not present and he 
answered that the Dog was said to 
have traveled to the city for a 
business and was to return the 
following week. 
The Lion called on the Tiger and 
asked him to address the whole 
animals.  The Tiger came forward 
and then cleared his voice. He 
stared into the Lion’s face. The  
Lion nodded and signaled him to go 
ahead. He also turned and looked 
at the Fox and the Leopard and in 
turns and they signaled him to go 
ahead. He composed himself and 
started addressing the animals. 
“My fellow animals,’ the Tiger 
started, ‘l will like to begin by  
saying that l thank you all for 

coming out in your numbers to   
answer my call. The reason why l 
made this call is to inform all the 
animals that from now on, l am the 
king of all animals.” 
The Bird quickly raised his finger 
and without being permitted to 
talk, he asked, “Mr. Tiger, please 
what does ‘king’ mean?” 
The Tiger smiled and started to 
explain what he meant to the     
animals. 
“A king is the head of all the     
animals. He would make laws and 
give orders to other animals.”  And 
immediately, the bird cut in again.   
“When did the animals agree on 
this new system?” 
Almost immediately, the Fox 
pounced on one of the sons of the 



Bird and tore him into two. The   
Lion himself chased the Bird. The 
Bird ran with his family and before 
the Lion could reach them, they 
spread out their wings and flew 
away. After then the Bird and his 
family remained in the sky and 
stopped relating with other        
animals. 
The Tiger smiled, looked every   
animal in the face, cleared his voice 
and then asked a question.” Does 
any one of you have any question to 
ask?” 
The Monkey raised his hand. The 
Tiger saw him and asked him to 
talk. The Monkey cleared his voice 
and said: 
“But this ought to have been said 
earlier before now so that we 

gather and elect our ruler         
ourselves.” 
The Leopard roared in anger,    
saying that the Monkey has said a 
very outrageous thing. Before any 
animal could say that the Monkey’s 
assertion was not wrong, the   
Leopard had already pounced on 
him. But the Monkey was too    
clever, he dodged him, jumped on a 
branch of a nearby tree. As the 
Monkey escaped, the Leopard 
shouted, saying that after the 
Monkey finished climbing the trees 
he would come down to be killed. 
When the other animals saw what 
had happened, they were all       
terrified and stood rooted on their 
spots. The Tiger paced round the 
square and made a declaration that 
as the king of all the animals he 



would expect the animals to always 
come and pay their taxes to him in 
his house. The goat blasted and 
then asked a question. 
“What is tax?” The Tiger smiled 
and said; “That is a very good  
question.” The Lion, the Leopard 
and the Fox were already prepared 
to pounce on the goat and his   
family before the Tiger approved 
of the question. 
“Tax is the money that all animals 
shall pay to help me and my cabinet 
members carry out the business of 
governance. We do not need to   
debate how much that would be 
because my cabinet members and l 
have already agreed that it is going 
to be twenty percent of whatever 
you earn a day.” 

The animals started mumbling. As 
soon as the Lion noticed that they 
were grumbling, he roared and in 
fright all the animals kept quiet. 
The Tiger cleared his voice again 
and asked if there was any animal 
who was not pleased with the    
system he had just introduced in 
the animal kingdom and that if 
there was any such animal, the   
animal should signify by raising his 
hand and then say his mind so that 
they could hear him and possibly 
make amends. The Elephant who 
was the fearless animal in the  
kingdom raised his hand. The Tiger 
smiled and signaled that the Lion, 
the Fox and the Leopard who were 
already foaming, waiting to pounce 
on the Elephant, to calm down. 
“You can go ahead, say what is in 



your mind,” the Tiger said. 
“Mr. Tiger,” the Elephant said, “you 
see, this is not the way things are 
done. You don’t banish an animal 
merely because he said the truth.”  
The Tiger became annoyed. “Mr. 
Elephant, who do you think you 
are? Why do you think l don’t know 
what l am doing?” The Tiger was 
yet to finish his statement when 
the Lion, the Leopard and the Fox 
attacked the Elephant. 
The Elephant quickly twisted the 
Leopard and then threw him away 
to a distance while the Lion and 
the Fox were busy attacking him 
from behind.  When the Tortoise 
saw what was happening, he quickly 
rushed into their midst to stop 
them. 

“Wait. Wait! Let us settle this 
matter. ”The Tortoise said. But it 
was already late. The Elephant had 
waved his tusk and in the process, 
it hit the Tortoise and the       
Tortoise was driven by its force to 
a nearby tree where he smashed 
his back. Suddenly the fight 
stopped and all attention was      
focused on the Tortoise. The      
elephant felt sorry for the       
Tortoise because his back was 
bleeding. The Lion, the Fox and the 
Leopard later came back but when 
they noticed that they could not 
defeat the Elephant, they    
threatened to kill him if he would 
not go on exile with his family. 
As the Elephant stared at the  
Tortoise whose back was broken 
and then at the Tiger who          



positioned himself at a corner like 
the king he claimed to be, anger 
melted his heart. Without uttering 
any further word to the Tiger and 
his boys he gathered his family and 
left for a secluded place. That is 
where the Elephant and his family 
stay up to this day. 
When the Tiger noticed that he 
had finally gained control of the 
kingdom, he declared that any    
animal who disrespected or tried 
to fight him or any of his cabinet 
members would be declared a   
coup-plotter. And the penalty for 
such action would be death by 
tearing. All animals became afraid 
and started returning to their  
various houses. 
 

 
 
 
 
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   CHAPTER THREE 
 
From that very day, the Tiger    
became the king of all animals. The 
animals started queuing up at the 
Tiger’s house to pay their taxes. 
The Tiger and his cabinet members 
started walking about the kingdom 
terrorizing other animals. 
One day the Tiger led his cabinet 
members to the Chicken’s house. 
When the Chicken saw them from 
the crack on the side of his door, 
he became afraid. He quickly      
ordered his wife to gather all they 
had got the previous day so that if 
the Tiger and his cabinet members 
happened to demand for anything, 
they would be quick to give all out 



to them without having to bear 
their wrath. Immediately the hen 
finished gathering their income of 
the previous day, the Tiger and his 
cabinet members walked up to the 
door. The Tiger did not waste his 
time at all, the Chicken’s door 
opened with one kick from the 
Tiger himself. Before the Tiger 
and his cabinet members could 
come into the house, the Chicken 
and his wife, the hen were on their 
knees, begging for their mercy, 
telling them to collect all the   
money they had. 
“Please, Mr. Tiger you can take 
everything. Just take everything.” 
The Chicken cried. 
The Tiger roared, as if he was    
going to tear the Chicken and his 
wife into two for an unknown crime.  

After which he kept quiet for a 
while. Before he could compose 
himself again or say anything, the 
Chicken and his wife and children 
were already over taken by so 
much fright.  
“I came to discuss something with 
you. “The Tiger said. 
“Please, don’t hurt us. Take the 
whole money. I also promise to 
bring that of tomorrow to you. 
Please!” The Chicken timidly 
begged. 
“Shut your mouth and listen to 
me?” the Tiger shouted, as if his 
interest was not in what the  
Chicken had to offer. The Chicken 
quickly held his mouth and then 
mumbled to the Tiger; “I am sorry 
sir? Sorry Mr. Tiger.” 



“Don’t you know that when a king is 
talking you don’t interrupt him?”  
The Tiger added. 
“I am sorry king Tiger.” The  
Chicken said immediately. 
“Shut your mouth, address me as 
your highness.” The Tiger           
requested. 
“Sorry Sir, your highness” The 
Chicken quickly replied terrified. 
“As l said earlier, l have come to 
discuss something important with 
you. “ The Tiger said again.   
“Okay, Mr. Tiger, oh sorry, your 
highness.” The Chicken corrected 
himself. The Tiger pretended   
never to have noticed the mistake 
and continued with his talk. 
“Mr. Chicken from today hence 
forth, l order you to always submit 

half of the eggs your wife and 
daughters lay every day to me.” 
“Your highness what you ask of me 
is tantamount to saying that l 
should give you some of my newly 
born children. “ The Chicken said 
amidst tears. 
“Mr. Chicken, that is your business. 
Whatsoever l say is law. And your 
refused to adhere to them         
attracts death penalty “The Tiger 
declared. 
“Death penalty?” The Chicken 
cried, “Pleased your highness. 
Please your highness.”  
The Tiger never listened to him  
anymore. He signaled to his cabinet 
members immediately and they 
gathered all that the Chicken had 
brought and then started following 



him behind. 
The following afternoon the    
Leopard walked up to the Tiger and 
told him that since after he made 
the law that every animal should  
always come and pay their taxes, 
the Ants and his relations and the 
relations of the Dog have not been 
seen around. After the Tiger heard 
the news, he nodded his head and 
vowed to deal with the two animals 
and their relations. 
In consideration of what these   
animals have done he started    
asking the members of his cabinet 
the kind of punishment they would 
want meted on those animals. 
 The Fox was the first to speak. 
According to him, those animals 
should be killed together with 

their families. The Lion on the  
other hand suggested that their  
houses should be destroyed and 
their whole family killed. The Tiger 
asked of the Leopard’s own       
suggestion and the Leopard merely 
said that he was in agreement with 
what the Fox and the Lion had 
said. The Tiger nodded once again 
and asked them to follow him to 
the Dog’s house. 
As they got to the Dog’s house, the 
Tiger did not wait to seek the   
permission of the Dog’s wife to 
come in, he just gave the door a 
heavy kick and in a flash the door 
broke into two. The Dog’s wife, 
who was asleep with her Children, 
quickly stood up only to notice that 
it was the Tiger.  “Where is your 
husband?” The Tiger asked with so 



much anger. 
“He traveled to the city for     
business and I am expecting him to 
come back this week.” The Dog’s 
wife replied. 
“If he comes back tell him to bring 
half of whatsoever he came back 
with to my house. Else, if l have to 
come back here to meet him, he 
would regret ever coming back 
from where ever he had been to.”  
 
The Tiger said and immediately 
turned his back and started going 
and then followed by the Fox, the 
Lion and the Leopard, his cabinet 
members. 
Immediately after leaving the 
Dog’s house, the Tiger and his  
cabinet members headed to the 

Ant’s house. As soon as they got 
there, the Tiger demanded for the 
Ant’s presence. The Soldier- Ants, 
who had earlier heard that the 
Tiger and his cabinet members 
were coming to their hill, had long 
barricaded their hill. And when the 
Tiger and his cabinet members got 
there, the Soldier-Ants prevented 
them from getting close to the hill. 
When the Tiger insisted on seeing 
the Ant, the leader Soldier-Ant 
sent one of his soldier boys to go 
and call the Ant. When the      
message got to the Ant, instead of 
coming to answer the Tiger 
straight away, he sent a message 
back through the Soldier-
messenger that the Tiger and his 
cabinet members should wait for 
him. When the message reached 



the Tiger, it infuriated him so 
much that he commanded his    
cabinet members to attack and 
make sure they destroyed the  
anthill. 
The Leopard was the first to      
attack the Soldier-Ants followed 
by the Tiger himself. As they     
attacked, thinking they would kill 
all the Ants, the Soldier-Ants 
climbed up to their bodies and legs. 
Without being able to strike a blow 
or to get hold of any of the Ants’ 
family, the Soldier-Ants bite them 
and gave the Leopard and the 
Tiger so many wounds. When the 
Lion and the Fox saw what had 
happened, they ran out of the 
Ants’ compound. As the Leopard 
and the Tiger were struggling to 
escape the bite they stumbled on 

the Anthill and it was leveled. 
Amidst the serious bites, the 
Leopard and the Tiger managed to 
run away. 
It was after the mother Ant heard 
that the Tiger and his cabinet 
members had escaped that he 
came out from the destroyed   
Anthill. When the Soldier-Ants 
saw him coming out, they cheered. 
They hailed him and congratulation 
him for their collective victory. 
The Ant saluted the whole        
Soldier-Ants and thanked them for 
preventing the enemy from    
harming any of the Ants-family. 
“For the destroyed hill, it is not a 
problem at all. From today onward 
we shall build our houses inside the 
ground were our enemy can no  
longer think of destroying.” The 



mother Ant said, while the other 
Ants cheered and saluted him. 
And almost immediately, the     
Soldier-Ants and every other 
member of the Ants-family joined 
in the commencement of their 
building inside the soil. Since after 
then the Ants-family finished 
building their house inside the soil, 
they have been leaving inside the 
soil till today. 
The Tiger and the Leopard got to 
their different houses seriously 
wounded. The Tiger’s wife started 
treating the wounds that was all 
over the Tiger‘s body. The wound 
kept the Tiger indoor for so many 
weeks. All the animals who later 
came to pay their taxes were    
prevented from seeing him.        
Instead his wife took over the   

responsibility of collecting the 
taxes. The Lion and the Fox where 
still always found at their usual 
terrifying positions. The Leopard 
was also at his house trying to 
treat his wounds. His wife has 
cleaned his wound with boiled     
water and has also boiled herbs for 
him so that the wounds could qui-
etly heal. 
It was not up to a month, the 
wound sustained by the Tiger and 
the Leopard healed leaving black 
spots on their bodies. This          
accounts for the black spots that 
cover the whole of the Tiger and 
the Leopard’s bodies. 
Immediately the Tiger was strong 
again, he called the Lion, the   
Leopard and the Fox together and 
told them that he regretted the 



Ant’s attack. And that the attack 
was as a result of the fact that he 
had been ruling the animals with a 
loosed hand. He went further to 
say that, he had realized the   
reason why the Ants attack them. 
“What is the reason?” The Lion 
asked. 
“It is because we have not been 
able to make them fear us”, the 
Tiger answered. 
“How else would we make them 
fear us, if all we have done cannot 
scare them?” The Fox asked. 
“That is what l want to tell you 
that l have just come up with a 
new idea.”  The Tiger said. 
“Tell us the new idea.”  The Lion 
quickly asked. 
“We will always call the whole    

animals to gather at the square. 
When they gather, we threaten 
and deal with some of those we 
feel are threats to our leadership. 
Through this threat, we would  
create so much fear in the minds 
of the whole animals. And the     
result of this fear is that no animal 
would have the gut to challenge or 
even attack us, as the Ant and his 
family did.”  The Tiger unclasped.  
“That is a good one.”  The Lion    
affirmed. 
“Yes, l think it would work.” The 
Fox said. 
“Okay, let us try it immediately,” 
The Leopard added. 
“But there is one problem.”  The 
Tiger later considered. 
“What problem?”  The Leopard 



quickly asked. 
“The animal to send round the    
animal kingdom to inform the other 
animals of a meeting is the      
problem.”  The Tiger revealed. 
“Yes,” The Monkey who usually  
carries our messages across to 
other animals had been sent on  
exile.”  The Lion affirmed. 
“So, who do we send now?” The 
Tiger asked. 
There was silence for some mo-
ment. “Let us send the squirrel,” 
the leopard said. 
According to him, the squirrel 
would be able to carry out the task 
just in accordance with the way 
the monkey does it in the past. The 
Tiger nodded his head slightly    
immediately the squirrel was    

mentioned and subsequently asked 
the Leopard to pay the squirrel a 
visit.  
The following afternoon, the   
Leopard walked to the squirrel’s 
house. When the squirrel first saw 
him, fear griped him. He thought 
the Leopard had been sent by the 
Tiger to come and deal with him as 
he did to other animals. His fear 
was fully evident by his           
proclamations immediately the 
leopard knocked on his door. 
“Please, don’t kill me. I am innocent 
of anything whatsoever that might 
have brought you here. I have paid 
my tax for yesterday and today. 
Please!”  
 “Mr. Squirrel, do not be afraid. I 
have not come to harm you.” The 



leopard quickly said. 
“Ah, you are not going to harm 
me?” The squirrel cheered up. “His 
highness, Mr. Tiger wants to make 
you a part of his government.” The 
Leopard revealed.” His highness, 
Mr. Tiger want you to go round the 
animal kingdom and inform them 
that all of them should gather at 
the square first thing tomorrow 
morning.” The Leopard informed 
him. 
“That’s nice. Let me go                
immediately. Tell him that as you 
informed me of what he asked of 
me, l left for it immediately.” The 
squirrel said to the Leopard who 
nodded his head and started going 
back to the Tiger’s house. The 
squirrel went round the animal 
kingdom informing them of the   

Tiger’s message to them. When the 
other animals saw that it was the 
squirrel that was bearing the      
Tiger’s message, they wondered 
and decried the squirrel for joining 
the Tiger and his followers. Even 
though the squirrel noticed that 
the animals were not happy with 
him, he was happy that the Tiger 
included him in his cabinet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   CHAPTER FOUR 
 
The following morning, all the  
animals came to the square, where 
they all waited for the arrival of 
the Tiger and his cabinet members. 
After waiting for a while, the 
Tiger and his cabinet emerged 
from the road leading to the       
Tiger’s house. When the other    
animals saw them coming they were 
terrified and made way for them 
to come up to the middle of the 
square.  As soon as they came up to 
the square, the Tiger paced round 
his cabinet backing them at the 
center while he looked at the   
other animals with penetrating 
eyes. As he looked at the front roll 



of the other animals in the square 
fright took over the air and       
quietness rented the whole place. 
After a while, the Tiger cleared his 
voice and started talking in his  
usual intimidating voice. “I have 
called you here to tell you that l 
have just heard that some of you 
are planning to take over and fight 
against me.” The Tiger said in a 
straight face. Some of the animals 
were shocked at what the Tiger 
said, that some of them who were 
at the front started relocating to 
the back of the other animals. The 
Tiger looked at some of them and 
then continued. 
“I want the animal to come out on 
his own accord. If l am to call the 
animal myself the animal would live 
to regret it.” The whole square   

remained as quiet as never before. 
“The animal should come out now.”  
The Tiger shouted. Surprisingly, 
the chicken’s daughter stepped out 
from the crowd. Immediately, the 
Tiger laughed and then asked the 
chicken’s daughter to say what she 
did to the hearing of all the        
animals. She cleared her voice and 
started shedding tears. The Tiger 
urged her to start talking and then 
she started. 
“I refused to donate some of my 
eggs because l thought you would 
not find out, because my father 
the chicken usually donates eggs 
laid by my mother and sisters. “She 
said, sobbing. 
“Ah, so you have not been paying 
your tax? That is a serious case. 
“The Tiger proclaimed. 



Immediately, the Tiger signaled 
the Leopard and within a twinkle 
the Leopard pounced on her and 
then tore her into two. In an in-
stant, the whole of her body      
disappeared into the Leopard’s 
stomach. The chicken and his    
family member started crying. 
They cried for a very long time 
that the Tiger himself consoled 
them.  
“Mr. Chicken, please take heart. 
Death is something that none of us 
can escape. What she did was 
against the law and she paid for it.” 
The Tiger said.  
 
From where the Tiger followers 
were, the lion who was one of the 
Tiger’s strongest supporters was 
able to spot out the Dog’s wife 

from among the crowd of other  
animals, the fact that the Dog has 
not been paying his tax came back 
to his mind. The Lion quickly walked 
up to the Tiger and then reminded 
him of the Dog’s case. As soon as 
the Tiger got the information, he 
called the Dog’s wife out of the 
crowd and asked her why the Dog 
was yet to pay his tax.  The Dog’s 
wife’s reply was not different from 
what she had earlier told the Tiger. 
When she repeated the same story 
that the Dog was yet to come back 
from his trip, the Tiger became 
very annoyed. 
“If l discover that the Dog is  
dodging me, l will make sure the 
Dog’s race is wiped out of the    
surface of the earth. You had   
better tell me the truth now? “The 



Tiger said in so much anger. 
“Your highness, what l have told you 
is the truth. “ The Dog’s wife said 
again. 
“Okay, you can go. I will come for 
you later.” The Tiger added. The 
Dog’s wife returned to the crowd. 
After some more words of threats, 
the Tiger told the whole animals to 
return to their various houses. 
While the Tiger and his followers 
walked down the road that led to 
the Tiger’s house, the other        
animals scattered into their various 
houses with each grumbling about 
what the Tiger and his followers 
were doing. Most of them also  
complained of the squirrel that had 
joined the Tiger and then lamented 
the fate of the animal kingdom. 
The Goat, over-taken by so much 

fear about the happenings in the 
kingdom, said that if the Tiger and 
his followers continued to do these 
things they were doing, they would 
end up killing the whole animals   
before the next season. Every   
other animal who heard what the 
Goat said agreed with him but also 
said to the hearing of others or to 
themselves that there was nothing 
any animal can do to help the      
situation. 
 One day, the Dog returned from 
his travel. When he entered into 
the kingdom, he noticed that     
everything has changed. The    
kingdom, which used to be busy and 
noisy, was suddenly changed to a 
very quiet and deserted place. He 
was not able to figure out the   
reason for this change until he got 



home. His wife who was long        
expecting him first welcomed him 
with a very warm embrace and also 
served him his favourite meal.    
After eating his meal, the dog 
called his wife and asked her the 
reason for the changes he noticed 
on his arrival into the kingdom. He  
told his wife that he did not       
encounter anybody on his way back 
from the city which is really       
unusual. 
His wife told him that it was true 
that things had changed in the 
kingdom. She said the Tiger was 
now the animal who rules the    
kingdom and that he has subjected 
all the animals into great fear, that 
no animal can talk into his face. She 
also told him that the Tiger has the 
other dangerous animals as his   

followers and that any animals who 
dared to break his law were killed 
and eaten up.  
The Dog was surprised at the whole 
story his wife narrated to him.    
“Is that what this kingdom has  
suddenly turned into?” The Dog 
asked his wife. 
“Yes, my husband!” The Dog’s wife 
replied. “The Tiger and his         
followers have even been here” she 
added. 
“Are you serious?” The Dog asked 
her in astonishment.  
“Yes. He said I should tell you 
whenever you come back that you 
should bring all that you brought 
from the city to his house. That if 
you don’t, and if he happens to 
come to the house to ask for it, 



that you would regret it.”  
The Dog became sad. He             
immediately remembered all that 
had happened to him in the city. 
When he was in the city he worked 
very hard to bring good amount of 
money home. And when he was 
ready to return to the animal   
kingdom, he used all the money he 
had made to buy salt because he 
knew the animals would need salt. 
His intention was to resell the salt 
when he gets to the kingdom in   
order to gain his money back. 
So when he started returning to 
the kingdom, he was attacked by so 
many armed robbers and at each  
interval he was allowed to continue 
his journey because after    
searching him they would discover 
that he was with no money but with 

a reasonable quantity of salt. And 
in each of these intervals they 
would say the salt was not useful 
and that he should continue with 
his journey. 
The annoying thing was not the 
fact that the armed robbers     
usually flogged him before they 
asked him to continue his journey, 
it was the heavy rain that fell and 
got him drenched and at the same 
time washed the whole salt he 
bought away. That was how all the 
salt he bought went with the rain. 
The Dog then returned to the  
kingdom but with nothing. 
Now that he was back to the    
kingdom, what was he going to tell 
the Tiger and his followers, if they 
come to his house? When his wife 
heard of his story, She pitied him.  



But the fear in her was more than 
the pity she had for her husband. 
To further buttress her fear she 
showed the Dog their damaged 
door. She told the Dog how the 
Tiger broke the door with only a 
kick. The Dog inspected the door 
and waved his head. 
“My wife’ the Dog said, ‘A man 
would not sit beside the water and 
allow soap lather into his eyes. It is 
wrong for a man to see that    
something is wrong in his father’s 
land and then do nothing about it.” 
His wife was confused at the   
proverb and then tried to know the 
reason behind them. “The dog, my 
husband why these proverbs?” She 
asked.  
 

“I am going to the Tiger’s house to 
fight him. The Tiger is an animal 
like myself. If he kills me, l will 
know that l died in the course of 
trying to liberate myself and the 
other animals from the wicked 
kingship of the Tiger and his      
followers.” The Dog said angrily. 
“Ah? You are going to fight the 
Tiger? The Tiger who tears animals 
like paper. Please, my husband, 
don’t go? Please.”  The Dog’s wife 
begged, crying suddenly. She tried 
to stop the Dog from going to the 
Tiger’s house but to no avail. The 
Dog’s mind was made up. Before his 
wife could hold his legs, in order to 
beg him further, the Dog had left 
the house with great Spirit and 
started heading towards the       
Tiger’s house. 



That very evening, the Leopard, the 
Fox, the Lion and the squirrel had 
all gone to their various houses to 
rest. When the Dog got to the    
Tiger’s house, it was only the Tiger 
and his wife who were at home. So 
he never bothered to knock at the 
door instead he broke the door 
with a heavy kick. Before the Tiger 
could get over the shock, the Dog 
had already pounced on the Tiger 
and they started fighting. They 
fought to the right corner of the 
Tiger’s room and then to the left 
corner while the Tiger’s wife and 
children watched. In the ruffle, 
the tiger pinned the dog to the 
ground with his  legs, then he held 
the dog’s mouth and tried to tear it 
apart, but the dog hit his hands 
away and punched him in the   

stomach, this hurt the tiger so 
much, before he could regain 
strength,  the Dog pressed the   
Tiger’s neck to the ground, grabbed 
him by his month and with his right 
claw he opened the Tiger’s month 
and with the other claw he grabbed 
his lower jaw, with anger in his eyes 
tore the Tiger’s mouth into two. 
The Tiger fell and was on the floor 
of his room struggling with death. 
To be sure the Tiger was truly 
dead, the Dog twisted the Tiger’s 
head to the back and after a while 
the Tiger’s body became cold. 
When the Tiger’s wife noticed that 
the Tiger was dead, she quickly 
gathered her children and escaped 
through the backyard into the   
forest. As the Dog was coming out 
from the Tiger’s house, he saw his 



wife coming to the Tiger’s house 
with tears on her cheek. She 
thought the Dog might have been 
killed by that time only to discover 
that it was the Dog who was       
victorious instead. She quickly   
embraced the Dog, her husband 
and started shouting, singing the 
song of victory with the Dog. When 
the other animals heard of the 
Dog’s victory, they started          
rejoicing, singing the name of the 
Dog. And when the Leopard, the  
Lion and the Fox heard of the   
story, they said they would not wait 
to be killed the same way the Tiger 
was killed, they ran into the forest 
to join the Tiger’s family. The 
squirrel did not also wait, he    
gathered his family and quickly 
climbed the palm tree and there he 

lives till this day. All the little     
animals gathered, saying that the 
Dog should be crowned their king. 
The Dog on the other hand said he 
has no interest in things of that 
nature. And that he wanted the 
whole animals to live in peace as 
they had been living before. The 
animals cheered and still insisted 
that despite the fact that he 
turned down their offer, they 
would always see him as their king. 
Other animals like Antelope, Zebra, 
Pig and many other giant animals 
said, if the Dog can kill the Tiger 
who almost killed all of them, then 
it is expected that the Dog would 
be more dangerous than the Tiger. 
And for that reason they do not 
think they could stay in the      
kingdom with the Dog. And before 



nightfall, these animals ran into the 
forest where they now stay till   
today.   
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